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Iran increases number of pilgrims 

NICOSIA (AP) — Inm has agreed with SaitfS Arabia that 320,000 Iranian 
pflgriias win mak e the pilgrimage to Mecca next year, an increase of 
20,000 over tin* year, the official triamk Republic News Agency reported 
Se oday^ Tbe agency said the agreement was reached daring a recent visit 
to Sswfi -Arabia by the head of Iran's pilgrim defection, Mohammad 
M o ham m adi R eysh ahriL The next pilgrimage takes place in June of the 
Goming year, ban and Saadi Arabia last year resumed diplomatic 
relations, broken off in the wake of riots in Mecca in 1987 in which 402 
pilg rims, most of them Iranian, were tilled in clashes with police. After 
the riots, Saadi Arabia bad sharply reduced the number of Iranian 
t, which Iran e s t im ated at 250,000 the year before the riots. The 
agency said sfigbtty more than 100.000 Iranians performed the 
j this year, a sharp increase bom recent years and a reflection of 
j relations between Riyadh and Tehran. Iran remained neutral in 
the Gulf war that ousted Iraqi troops bom Kuwait, and has been seeking 
to improve relations with its Gulf Arab neighbours under the leadership of 
its pragmatic presiden t. Hasbemi Rabanjani. 
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Meeting reviews sports activities 

AMMAN (Pcbuj — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the 



— — During the meeting. ^ 

chair m a nsh ip of Minister of Youth Saleh Ersbeidat, the participants 
stressed the need to study the youth and sports movement with aO its 
dimensions so as to move towards future aspirations which Jordan looks 
forward to under the leadership of His Majesty King Hussein. The 
participants agreed to crystallise the views Prince Hassan wnm* during the 
m e ei ' ng by proposing the formation of a mini-committee in order to 
prepare a working formula that defines the methods by which the 
problems and aspirations of the sports movement can be comprehensively 
viewed and consequently the broad lines of a plan for sports development 
can beset with the cooperation of Ministry of Youth and other minis tries 
and msUtetions that look after youths such as the Ministry of Education. 
Dr. Ersheidat earlier discussed the need to coordinate the 
activities of sports unions, and reviewed the participation of national 
teams in Arab, regional, and international contests. 
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Baker begins 
Soviet visit 

MOSCOW (AP) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, open- 
ing a five-day visit to what he 
called, the “former Soviet Un- 
ion,” was asked Sunday for for- 
mal U-S. recognition of republics* 
independence from the Kremlin. 
“This will help to cyretafisc au- 
thority,” and to “stop further 
disintegration,** said Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
after meeting Mr. Baker at the 
R us sian Foreign Ministry late 
Sunday. But Mr. Baker hedged, 
saying “these are essential politic- 
al issues that are internal” and 
which the Bush administration 
would not inject itself in the 
political straggle between 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s central gov- 
ernment and the new common- 
wealth of independent states. Mr. 
Baker arrived in Moscow earlier 
Sunday, carrying to the faltering 
Soviet Union undisclosed propos- 
als for accelerating the reduction 
of the estimated 27,000 nndear 
weapons stockpiled in four re- 
publics. The immin ent breakup 
of the old union is raising con- 
cerns that the weapons cannot be 
safeguarded indefinitely. (See re- 
lated story on page 8). 

Red Cross worker 
shot in Mogadishu 
dies 

GENEVA (AP) — A Red Cross 
relief worker shot in the Somali 
capital of Mogadishu died during 
the flight back to his native Bel- 
gium, the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Sunday. An ICRC statement said 
Wim van Baxetaere dud of re- 
spiratory failure Saturday on the 
aircraft taking lam from Nairobi 
to Antwerp. He was 30. He was 
shot last Wednesday in front of 
the headquarters of the Somali 
-Red. -Crescent .Mogadishu -has 
hem wracked by growing agu- 
chy and chapSi during one month 
of inter-d^p fighting. 

Havel in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Czechoslova- 
kia's Vaclav Havel arrived in 
Egypt on Sunday for a three-day 
visit during winch be will meet 
with President Hosni Mubarak. 
Mr. Mubarak received Mr. Havel 
at the airport. He then escorted 
his visitor, who is visiting Egypt 
for the first time, to the Kabbah 
Presidential Palace where Mr. 
Havel was honoured with an offi- 
cial welcome ceremony. The two 
leaden will meet on Monday and 
they are expected to discuss the 
Middle East peace process, that 
was launched in Madrid, Spain on 
Oct 30. 

Iran speaker 
leaves for China 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Par- 
liamentary Speaker Mehdi Kar- 
rnbi left for Qimq Sunday, Iran’s 
national news agency IRNA said. 
Mr. Kaxrubi is accompanied by 
Commerce Minister Abdolhus- 
sein Vahh&ji, Agriculture Minis- 
ter Isa Kalantari and First Deputy 
Foreign Mmkte r Ali Mohammad 
Besharati. Mr. Karrubi's 10-day 
trip will also take hhn to Yemen. 

Guerrillas rocket 
‘security zone’ 

BEIRUT (AP) — The National 
Resistance Front, a coalition of 
leftist Lebanese factions, claimed 
Sunday its guerrillas fired two 
Katyusha rockets before dawn 
into Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. A com- 
munique by the front in Beirut 
said an ‘‘enemy post was directly 
hit” near the village of Saff AJ 
Hawa in the zone’s Bint Jbeil 
^strict just north of the Israeli 
border. The communique said 
there was no word on damage or 
casualties in the post, which it 
daimed was a centre for officers 
and members of an Israeli intelli- 
gence unit. 

Turkish Airlines 
resumes trips to 
Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — A Turkish Air- 
fines DC-9 Landed at Beirut inter- 
zonal airport Sunday, resmn- 
ffigbts to Lebanon after a 
year break due to civil war. 
The step brought to 18 the num- 
ber of foreign airlines which have 
resumed flights to Beirut since 
the end of Lebanon’s civil war 
with the overthrow of rebel 
?®neral Michel Aoun in October 
ka year. 


secure Vote of confidence today 


Bilaterals resume today; prospects uncertain 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
in Washington 

ARAB-ISRAELI bilateral talks 
resume today at the State Depart- 
ment, and the focus will again be 
on reaching a final accord on tbe 
framework for independent 
Palestinian representation within 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation. 

Since negotiations adjourned 
last Thursday, the joint delega- 
tion has been holding extensive 
meetings to prepare a counter- 
proposal to Israel’s insistence that 
the joint delegation be the legal 
reference ;for any agreements 
readied in the separate tracks — 
Palestinian and Jordanian. 

Although the Israelis have rec- 
ognised the .dual-track: approach 
to the negotiations, disagreement 


also remained over how often a 
plenary meeting, which would 
bring the joint delegation and 
Israelis together, would be held 
and how many delegates from 
each of the three parties would 
attend. 

In their ISst proposal, made 
Thursday evening, the Israelis 
wanted the plenary meetings to 
be the reference point for the 
separate Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian negotiating teams. The 
Jordanians and Palestinians will 
insist that plenary meetings only 
deal with “procedural issues and 
not issues of substance concern- 
ing the separate agendas," a 
Jordanian delegate said. 

Jordanian delegates appeared 
cautious Sunday over whether 
Monday’s meetings of the heads 
of three parties will resolve the 


issue and end a week of corridor 
diplomacy. 

“We do not know where we 
will end up, the Israelis are veiy 
stubborn on the issue of the legal 
reference,” one delegate said. 

Another Jordanian delegate, 
also cautious in his assessment of 
chances for progress in Monday's 
session, said that the wrangling 
over separating the two tracks “is 
crucial and sets the tone for the 
whole process because the issues 
discussed now nil] prejudge the 
final agreement." 

Although it is not certain that 
the problem will be resolved on 
Monday, Arab delegates are 
trying not to resort to the co- 
sponsor before exhausting all 
possible options open to them. 

However, the head of the 
Palestinian delegation, Haidar 


Abdul Shafi, and members of the 
steering committee reportedly 
met Sunday with U.S. Assistant 
Secretary, of State for Near East 
Affairs Edward Djerdjian. No de- 
tails of the meeting were im- 
mediately available. 

Arab diplomats and delegates 
say they expect tbe Israeli delega- 
tion to “soften its procedural 
de man ds" this week as die dead- 
line for their stay in Washington 
nears. 

Tbe diplomats and sources 
dose to the Israeli delegation say 
the Israelis may put forward . a 
comprehensive peace package to 
Jordan as well as an Interim 
Self-Government Arrangement 
(ISGA) proposal to the Palesti- 
nian delegates before leaving for 
Israel later this week. 

If indeed they do this, tbe 


sources said, it could be an 
attempt to put the “ball back into 
tbe Arab court in order to score 
points at Arab expense with the 
American administration and 
media.” 

“Tbe Israelis want to appear to 
be pushing peace forward with 
this last dramatic gesture before 
leaving tbe U.S. capital,” said 
one Arab delegate, who insisted 
on anonymity. “But in fact what 
they are doing is trying to score a 
point to their advantage without 
staying behind to carry out con- 
structive discussions of their 
proposals," be added. 

Observers say Jordanians and 
Palestinians will seek to prevent 
such a course of events because 
they consider presenting such 
packages at this time as “putting 
the hone before tbe cart.” 


“The issue of separation of the 
delegation and finalising the pro- 
cedural framework necessary to 
cany it out is the crux of the 
conflict. The definition of the 
P alestinian identity and its status 
is the core issue,” one observer 
said. 

But if this scenario materialises 
this week, the Arab delegates will 
take tbe proposal and study it in 
detail, but they will continue to 
insist on resolving the separation 
issue prior to discussion of the 
Israeli peace and ISGA packages. 

Tbe Syrian and Lebanese de- 
legations mil also meet with their 
Israeli counterparts Monday to 
continue talks, which proceeded 
uninterrupted l&t week despite 
reports by Syrian delegates that 
there was no progress made. 

A Lebanese delegate who in- 
sisted on anonymity said that tbe 


delegation would discuss the 
venue of bilateral tallcs but he 
said they will continue to insist on 
remaining in the U.S. capital ' 
until progress is achi ev ed . 

Israel had insisted on moving 
the talks to or near tbe region. 
Israeli delegations are expected 
to argue that the talks might 
make better progress if they are 
removed from the glare of the 
media attention in Washington to 
some place where they will attract 
less publicity. 

But the Lebanese delegate told 
journalists in a briefing that the 
“lack of newspaper and television 
attention the bilateral talks haVc 
so far received undercuts this 
argument.” 

George Hawatmeb, Nermeen 
Murad and Gbadeer Taber con- 
tributed to this report. 



Two scenes from Sunday’s session of the Lower Home of Parfiameut (photos by Yousef A1 ‘Afian) 



By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker was Sunday assured of 
parliamentary endorsement with 
a comfortable margin as speeches 
by deputies in the Lower House 
drew to a close on the first day of 
the vote of confidence session. 

Parliamentary observers as 
well as members in the Sharif 
Zeid cabinet, which took office 
last month, expected a minimum 
of 48 votes in favour of the 
government when tbe actual vot- 
ing process takes place on the 
floor Monday against the needed 
absolute majority of 41 votes in 
tbe 80-member House. 

As was widely expected, the 
Muslim Brotherhood movement, 
which has 22 deputies in the 
House, said it would vote against 


the government since the group* 
opposed not only the ongoing 
peace talks with Israel in which 
Jordan is taking part but also die 
whole concept of any negotia- 
tions with the Jewish state. 

Others who indicated they 
would vote “no” included several 
leftist and pan-Arab nationalist, 
lawmakers who argued that the 
peace talks would not produce a 
settlement addressing the fun- 
damentals of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict — the quest for Palesti- 
nian national rights. 

The “yes” votes which were 
(Hedged in support of the govern- 
ment Sunday included 17 from 
the Constitution Bloc, 16 from 
tbe National Bloc, six from tbe 
Independent Islamic Bloc, at 
least four from die Democratic 
Bloc and four from independents. 

“We axe confident of securing 
a tninimiifw of 48 votes," said a 


senior member of the cabinet. “It 
can only go up during the ballot- 
ing process.” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Brotherhood’s position 
vis-a-vis the government was pre- 
sented by Deputy Masoud 
Khreisat from Salt, who de- 
nounced the American-led Arab- 
Israeli peace process launched in 
Madrid on Oct. 30 and called for 
a holy war to liberate “all of 
Palestine.” 

Deputy Khreisat also voiced 
the movement’s rejection of the 
agreements that Jordan has 
reached with tbe International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank to restructure die King- 
dom's economy and a seven-year 
recovery programme announced 
by the government last week. 

In general, the Brotherhood 
deputy expressed the group’s 
sharp differences with almost ev- 


ery sphere of government policy 
— politics, economy, education 
and social affairs. 

On tbe peace talks, Deputy 
Khreisat said: “Based on our 
principled stand towardss the so- 
called peace with the enemy 
(Israel) and the efforts to achieve 
that, we are obliged to reject such 
negotiations.” 

“Therefore, we withhold our 
vote of confidence in tbe govern- 
ment," he declared. 

Deputies, ranging from pro- 
establishment traditionalists to 
the right and left of the Jordanian 
political spectrum, addressed the 
House Sunday and also tackled 
issues such as Jordan’s role in the 
new world order, tbe national 
economy, tire Kingdom’s agree- 
ment with the IMF, the standard 
and cost of living, agriculture, 

(Continued on page 5) 


450 feared dead in 
Egypt ferry mishap 


CAIRO (R) — About 450 people 
were feared drowned after an 
Egy ptian ferry hit a reef and sank 
in the Red Sea on Sunday in one 
of the world’s worst passenger 
shipping disasters. 

Eg yptian official Hassan A1 
Aghouri told reporters the ferry 
Salem Express sank in the night . 
off the Egyptian port of Safaga. 

Egyptian navy rescue ships did 
not reach tbe scene until dawn 
because of bad weather, he said. 

An official in the Saudi port of 
Jeddah told Reuters the ferry 
carried 650 passengers and crew 
when it sailed on Friday for Safa- 
ga. Cairo radio quoted the ship’s 
owners as saying 658 people were 
on board. 

Egypt’s national Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) quoted 
Prime Minister Atef Sedti, who 
flew to the scene, as saying that 
202 had been rescued. 

The Saudi official, Jeddah Port 
Director-General Zuhair 
Mohammad Massoud, said 
almost all those on board the 

4 , 711 -tonne ferry had been Egyp- 
tians. 

He told Reuters by telephone 
the 578 passengers were 565 
Egyptians, inducting seven cfail- 
draj, six Filipinos, two Malay- 
sians, a Zairean, a Sudanese an 
Omani, a Kuwaiti and a Saudi 
Arabian. The crew were 71 Egyp- 


tians and a Sudanese. 

Mr. Aghouri, director of har- 
bour security at the interior 
ministry, said tbe ship hit a coral 
reef six nautical miles off Safaga, 
600 kilometres southeast of 
Cairo. It had been due to dock 
there and then sail to Suez at the 
northern end of the Red Sea. 

He said bad weather was still 
hampering rescue efforts. 

Cairo radio said four navy ships 
and for helicopters were sear- 
ching for survivors. 

Three air force C-130 Hercules 
transport planes dropped life 
jackets and rubber boats for sur- 
vivors who had jumped over- 
board after the ship began tak ing 
in water and listing. 

Tbe Red Sea coastline is rode 
and desert rising steeply out of 
tbe water. Tbe area is a prime 
destination for holidaying, divers 
fascinated by the colourful coral 
reefs but in winter, tbe water can 
be rough and stormy and at all 
ypwiK it is infested with sharks. 

The Saudi port official said the 
Salem Express sent a distress' 
signal at 11 p.m. Saudi time (2000 
GMT) on Saturday night and 
sank just 20 minutes later. 

Mr. Aghouri put die time of 
the signal two hours later, at 
midnight Egyptian tune (2200 


U.S. rejects mediation 
over Lockerbie — official 


CAIRO (R) — A U.S. official 
said in remarks published Sunday 
that the United States had re- 
jected efforts by Middle Eastern 
countries to mediate on behalf of 
Libya over charges it blew up a 
Pan Am airliner in 1988. 

Peter Burleigh, coordinator of 
counter-terrorism at the U-S. 
State Department, declined to 
name the countries but told the 
London-based Arabic newspaper 
A1 Sharq A1 Awsat the mediators 
were told the issue was a purely 
criminal case. 

“We rold them there was no 
scope for political mediation. 
This is a criminal case and we 
expect die Libyan government to - 
respond directly to ns,” he said in 
an interview conducted in the 
Saudi capita] Riyadh. 

"What we suggested to these 
mediators, officials and others, is 
that they should use their influ- 
ence to convince the Libyan lead- 
ership that tins is a very serious 
matter and what is needed is not 
mediation but a quick response to 
criminal investigations,” he 
added. 

Libya has rejected U.S. and 
British demands to hand over two 
of its nationals charged with com- 
plicity in the bombing over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland, which killed 270 
people. 

It has named a judge to con- 
duct a separate inquiry and 


placed tbe two defendants under 
house arrest. 

Mr. Burleigh said: “As they 
are members of the Libyan in- 
telligence service, we doubt that 
they could be genuinely tried in 
Libya, because we believe they 
acted on orders from their super- 
iors.” 

He rejected Libyan calls for an 
international trial of die two men, 
saying there was no such court 
that could examine the case. 

Mr. Burleigh urged Libya to 
respond quickly to tbe U.S. de- 
mands, saying the U.S. legal sys- 
tem provided enough guarantees 
for the defendants. 

“I hope they (Libyans) do not 
have doubts about our position ... 
what is required from them now 
is total and quick compliance with 
the demands made last month,” 
he said. 

“We are insisting that tbe gov- 
ernment of Libya comply fully 
with the demands of tbe United 
States, the United Kingdom and 
France made on Nov. 27 and 
officially conveyed to her,” he 
said. 

Mr. Burleigh confirmed that 
some governments from the re- 
gion had attempted to act as 
mediators. 

He did not name the countries. 

Libyan envoys have been in 
Saudi Arabia and the neighbour- 
ing countries in recent weeks. 


Israel not to discuss Palestinian 
autonomy in talks this week 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli dele- 
gates will not the auton- 

omy plan at the heart of peace 
proposals during current negotia- 
tions with Palestinians in 
Washington, right-wing cabinet 
ministers said Sunday. 

Yuval Neeman and Rehavam 
Zeevi, both opponents of the 
peace talks, said Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir assured them 
during the weekly cabinet meet- 
ing that the subject would not be 
discussed until it was debated by 
ministers. 

“The prime minister said in 
response to my question that 
they'll not be able m this round to 
get to these matters at all,” Mr. 
Neeman, the science minister, 
told reporters. 

The comments suggested there 
would be little progress in the 
talks, which resume Monday, be- 
fore the Israeli delegates leave 
Washington later this week. 

Mr. Zeevi, minister without 
portfolio, said: “The prime minis- 
ter responded to os today in the 
dearest way that no matter of* 
substance will be presented — 
especially the matter of auton- 
omy that most worries me and my 


colleagues — until there is a 
discussion either in the govern- 
ment or the cabinet.” 

Mr. Shamir also told the 
cabinet that political uncertainty 
in the Soviet Union meant prop- 
osed multilateral Middle East 
talks planned for Moscow at the 
end of January might have to be 
moved. 

Israeli negotiators met tbe joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian team in 
Washington last week but all 20 
hours were spent arguing over 
Israel's rejection of an indepen- 
dent status for Palestinian dele- 
gates. 

Israeli 'negotiators, who re- 
fused to attend the Washington 
talks until five days after the 
scheduled start, spoke more opti- 
mistically of their simultaneous 
negotiations with Syrian and 
Lebanonese teams. 

Israel, which expects its nego- 
tiators to return this week, is still 
insisting future talks be held els- 
wbere, either in Europe or the 
Middle East. 

The United States convened 
talks in Washington after Israel 
refused to continue the meetings 


in Madrid, where the negotia- 
tions opened six weeks ago, and 
an alternative site was not agreed 
by Israel and the Arabs. 

Israel is demanding that talks 
on self-rule for the 1.75 million 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip take place 
in a subcommittee of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. 

Under the initial U.S. plan for 
the peace talks, the Israelis and 
Palestinians are to negotiate self- 
rule over the next year and to 
begin talks within three years or 
the final settlement, which 
would take effect in five years. 

The Palestinians see sclf-ndc as 
giving them wide control over 
their land and resources en route 
to full independence. 

But Mr. Shamir's 'assurance to 
far-right ministers on Sunday in- 
dicated that Israel's government 
has not defined what it is willing 
to offer Palestinians. 

The premier has vowed never 
to yield an inch of the land 
occupied in the 1967 war and the 
army has tightened its grip on the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip since tbe peace talks began. 


Iraqi 

Kurdish 

leaders 

plan 

election 

KHAUFAN, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Kurdish leaders, at loggerheads 
over negotiations with Baghdad, 
agreed Sunday to bold elections 
for a representative assembly in 
northern Iraq. 

Tbe plan was adopted by the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Front, an alliance 
of eight rebel parties paralysed by 
rivalry between its two 
heavyweights, Jalal Talabani and 
Massoud Baraani. 

No date was fixed. A group of 
political scientists and lawyers 
will report in two weeks with 
advice on how to hold the vote. 

Both Mr. Talabani and Mr. 
Barzani were in Khalifan, 60 
kilometres from tbe Turkish and 
Iranian borders, on Sunday when 
the front agreed that parties 
would be represented in an 
elected legislature according to 
their popular vote. 

Only parties receiving at least 
seven per cent support wiD get 
seats. How the assembly will 
assign executive powers has not 
been decided. 

Kurdish leaders say the elec- 
tion is intended not as a step 
towards independence but as an 
overdue attempt by Kurds to put 
their bouse in order. 

“We have a leadership prob- 
lem in Kurdistan now,” Mr. Bar- 
zani told Reuters. “So many 
things have been blocked by our 
inabtity to make derisions, some- 
times you feel powerless.” 

A post-Gulf war Kurdish rebel- 
lion was crashed by die Iraqi 
government in March but West- 
ern pressure keeps Baghdad from 
regaining its grip on tbe north, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Settlers rampage through 
W. Bank, attack property 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Jewish settlers 
rampaged through tbe occupied 
West Bank town of A1 Bireh 
Sunday, smashing car windows 
and stoning houses, Israel Radio 
and military sources said. 

The Settlers’ action came after 
tbe army eased a curfew imposed 
on the town and nearby areas two 
weeks ago when a Jewish settler 
was killed as he drove through A1 
Birrii, 10 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem. 

Soldiers said they bad detained 
several Israeli settlers for throw- 
ing stones in A 1 Bireh. 

Residents of the town and 
adjacent Ramallah had com- 
plained of several settler attacks 
on property during the curfew. 

According to Israel Radio, at 
least five settlers took part in 
Sunday's rampage, smashing win- 
dows and eight cars and stoning 
Palestinian homes. It came after 
the army limited the curfew to 
daylight hours. It had been in 
effect 24 hours a day. 

The radio reported that settlers 
also ramapged through the West 
Bank towns of Hebron and 
Haihoul on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, 10 police have 
been charged with using excessive 
force to coerce Palestinians into 
false confessions, and authorities 
derided against prosecuting two 
Palestinian leaders for taking a 
role in the four-year Palestinian 
uprising. 

A police spokeswoman said 
seven policemen and three offic- 
ers were accused last week in 
district court of beating Palesti- 
nians during interrogation. 

The charges focus on a Decem- 
ber 1989 interrogation of six East 
Jerusalem Arabs, two suspected 
of tilling a fellow Palestinian and 
a tte mpt in g to till a second, the 
radio said. 

Suspects Ali and Ismail Elgul 
denied the murder charges, but 
Ali confessed after being beaten 


with dubs and rubber hoses, tbe 
radio added. 

Prosecutor Dorit Beinish made 
the decision not to prosecute 
Palestinian leaden Sari Nus- 
seibeh and Radwan Abu Ayyash 
on charges they supported the 
uprising, said a justice ministry 
spokeswoman. 

Mr. Beinish rejected a petition, 
by right-wing lawmaker Eliatim 
Haetzni, she said, based on the 
difficulty in proving the charge 
and recommendations against 
prosecution by security officials. 

Mr. Haetzni charged bis peti- 
tion was turned down on political 
grounds. 

Both Mr. Abu Ayyash, a jour- 
nalist, and Mr. Nusseibeh, a pro- 
fessor, are known as supporters 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

On Saturday, Israeli troops 
shot and wounded six Palesti- 
nians in the occupied Gaza Strip. 

Tbe wounded were all from 
Gaza Strip City’s Shati refugee 
camp, home to more than 42,000 
Palestinians, hospital officials m 
the dty said. 

In Gaza's Khan Yanis refugee 
camp, three masked men shot to 
death 29-year-old Jamal Kulab, 
Palestinian journalists said. The 
reason for the murder was not 
immediately known and the army 
command had no confirmation. 

Also Saturday, the military 
issued an order barring Palesti- 
nians from moving on roadsides 
in the occupied territories from 5 
p.m. tifl 6 a.m. 

An army spokesman said the 
order refers to an area of 150 
metres from each side of the 
road, but does not cover the dries 

or the roads themselves. It will be 

in effect indefinitely, he said. 

According to Israel Radio, the 
order came after the army 
readied a conclusion that most of 
the armed or stone-throwing 
attacks in the occupied territories 
are carried ( ‘ " 
after dark. 
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Iran seeking to replace Iraq 


as Sudan’s main backer 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
appeared Sunday to be moving to 
fill a military and economic 
vacuum resulting from Iraq's de- 
feat in the Gulf war and form a 
radical alliance with Sudan. 

The Iranian leader is also be- 
lieved to be Hying to compensate 
for diminishing influence in Leba- 
non. 

The move appears to be wor- 
rying Egypt, Sudan's northern 
neighbour, and other moderate 
Arabs as well as Western coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, on the second 
day of a three-day state visit to 
Sudan, the first by an Iranian 
head of state since the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution, pledged to put all 
Iran’s “experience in the fields of 
construction, industry, rehabilita- 
tion and defence," at Sudan's 
disposal. 

He made the pledge at a mass 
rally in Khartoum attended by 
representatives of the popular 
committees which was pattered 
after those founded in Libya. 

Sudan has developed dose ties 
with Libya but the two countries 
relations have reportedly been 
strained lately because Libya sus- 
pected that Sudanese Muslim 
fundamentalists were trying to 
spread their ideology to Libya 
and other Arab countries. 

The government of military 
leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir is 
greatly influenced by the radical 
National Islamic Front, led by 
Hassan Turabi. 

“After the demise of the Com- 


munist system and given the 
potentials of Sudan and Tran in as 
many fields, we should have a 
major role in shaping the future 
of the world as Muslims," Mr. 
Rafsanjani told the rally. 

The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA reported meanwhile 
that the two countries concluded 
commercial talks aimed at estab- 
lishing a shipping line, expanding 
tele-communications links and 
setting up a joint chamber of 
commerce. 

It said a Sudanese delegation 
would soon visit Iran to purchase 
agricultural machinery and 
quoted a local Sudanese news- 
paper as saying that two Iranian 
ships laden with road machinery 
were to arrive in Sudan within the 
next two weeks under an agree- 
ment reached during an earlier 
visit to Khartoum of Iranian 
Minister of Construction Jihad 
Gholamreza Forouzesh. 

The two sides also agreed that 
Sudan export com, meat, veget- 
able oil and animal skins to Iran 
and purchase agricultural 
machinery, electric appliances, 
buses, oil and its derivatives from 
the Persian country. 

Meanwhile. Sudan's armed 
forces Chi ef-of -Staff General 
Hassan Abdul Rahman Ali and 
commander of Iranian Islamic 
P evolutionary Guard Corps 
Mohsen Rezaie met to discuss 
closer cooperation. 

The talks were a continuation 
of those started Friday by 
Lieutenant-General Bashir and 
Iran's Minister of Defence and 


Armed Forces Logistics Akbar 
Torkan. 

A statement by the high com- 
mand of the Sudanese armed 
forces said the two men reviewed 
“developments of military ties 
and cooperation and exchange of 
expertise." 

It said the meeting was 
attended by Sudanese Minister of 
State for Defence Maj. Gen. 
Osman Mohammad A1 Hassan 
and commanders of the People’s 
Defence forces in Sudan, a kind 
of a militia formed by Gen. 
Bashir's junta to guard against 
possible coup attempts by the 
army. Gen. Basbir toppled 
Sudan's civilian government of 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi 
in a coup he led June 30, 1989. 

The high command statement 
suggested that Iran would pro- 
vide military help and training for 
the Sudanese army which is en- 
gaged in an 8 '/i-y ear-old southern 
civil war. The war continues 
largely because of the refusal of 
rebels from the mainly Christian 
and animist south to accept Gen. 
Bashir's restoration of Sharia or 
Islamic law. 

Sharia, a strict legal and ethical 
code, was reinstated after a five- 
year suspension. Limb amputa- 
tions and other harsh penalties 
have been restored. Most women 
and school girls are required to 
wear in public Islamic clothing 
that covers the body except for 
the face and hands. 

The New York Times reported 
Friday that Iran appears to be 
“shifting its operations” to Sudan 



Omar Hassan AI Bashir 


Hashenri Rafsaqjani 


to compensate for shrinking pre- 
sence in Lebanon. 

It quoted unidentified Saudi, 
Egyptian and American officials 
as saying that Iran has sent be- 
tween 1,000 and 2,000 Revolu- 
tionary Guards to train Sudanese 
army and security forces. 

In Cairo, Samir Ragab, a news- 
paper editor known to be close to 
President Hosni Mubarak, wrote 
last week that Gen. Bashir is 
making “big mistake" by expect- 
ing Iran to save Sudan from its 
political and economic difficul- 
ties. 

He said that Gen. Bashir and 
his aides will “soon discover that 
Iranian fingers are meddling in 
their internal affairs." 

Mr. Rafsanjani and Gen. 
Bashir met earlier Saturday and 
decided to form three joint com- 
mittees to look after promoting 
cooperation. The two leaders 
held an hour-long tete-a-tete 
meeting late Friday. 

At the rally held in Ther 
Erfcweit area of Khartoum Satur- 


day, Mr. Rafsanjani wondered 
why Muslims, being quarter of 
the world population, with their 
human and material resources, 
should be so weak in the face of 
Zionism and imperialism. 


He said Muslims now sitting 
with Israel “will feel ashamed of 
themselves" if they were to see 
the enthusiasm, faith and courage 
of the people who gathered to 
greet him. He was referring to the 
current Mideast peace talks in 
Washington. 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Akhbar Velayati, Minister of 
Commerce Abdel Hossein Vah- 
haji. Information Minister Ali 
Fallahian and Head of the Plan 
and Budget Organisation Mas- 
soud Roghani Zanjani were 
among the delegation accom- 
panying Mr. Rafsanjani. 


The Iranian president and his 
delegation arrived here Friday 
after attending a summit meeting 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference in Dakar, Sengal. 


Army probes 
U.S. soldier 


who got 
Saudi gift 


MANCHESTER, Connecticut 
(AP) — A soldier injured in the 
Gulf war who later received a 
$100,000 wedding gift from a 
Saudi prince faces disciplinary 
action because of the blak that 
injured him. a newspaper re- 
ported. 

The army's criminal investiga- 
tions division believes Sergeant 
Robert Snow, of New Britain, 
was injured by a U.S. cluster 
bomblet collected illegally from a 
battlefield, the Journal Inquirer 
of Manchester reported Satur- 
day. 


The March 5 explosion in Sgt. 
Snow's tent nearly severed his 
arm and wounded two comrades. 
Investigators said the blast was in 
a bag under Sgt. Snow’s cot, the 
newspaper said. 

The Journal Inquirer said other 
soldiers also collected the tiny 
bombs and one woman used a 


pair as earrings. 

While army investigators were 
completing their report last 
month, Sgt. Snow’s wedding gift 
put him in the national spotlight. 

Prince Bandar, the Saudi Ara- 
bian ambassador to the United 
States, who had met Sgt. Snow 
while both were being treated in a 
military hospital, attended his. 
wedding reception Nov. 15 and 
gave him a cheque. 

The public attention caused 
investigators to delay action in 
the case. 


“We did not to look vindic- 
tive,” the Journal Inquirer 
quoted an unidentified army offi- 
cial as saying, “And we didn’t 
know how to tell the prince. The 
last thing we needed was an 
international incident or some 
kind of screwup over protocol.” 
The prince did not know that 
Sgt. Snow was under investiga- 
tion when he announced the gift, 
according to the report. 

Sgt. Snow could not be reached 
for comment. There was no 
answer at a phone number listed 
for him Saturday. 


Algerian Islamists enter poll 
arena in battle of heavyweights 


ALGIERS (R) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists are to enter the fray 
for the Dec. 26 Algerian general 
election, turning it into a battle of 
political heavyweights and ex- 
treme ideologies. 


Divided between hardliners 
and pragmatists on how to 
achieve its aim of setting up an 
Islamic state, the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) at the weekend 
dropped threats to boycott the 
poll. 

The election is the first multi- 
party contest for parliament after 
nearly three decades of role by 
the . National Liberation Front 
(FLN) since independence m 
196& 


“To take a step towards the 
establishment of an Islamic state 
... the FIS will take part in the 
forthcoming legislative elec- 
tions,” the party said, 10 days 
after the official election cam- 
paign began. 

Diplomats said the decision by 
the largest opposition party effec- 
tively turned the poll into a battle 
between the FIS and the FLN 
which now advocates multi-party 
democracy. 

And it gave the poll credibility 
for overseas and foreign credi- 
tors. 

“The process towards multi- 
party democracy is.the main win- 
ner from the decision," said one 


Western diplomat, adding that 
this would help economic reforms 
to take root in the country. 

“It is easier to have a manage- 
able transition if no one emerges 
with an overall majority,” he 
said, giving just three of the other 
47 parties some chance of a bloc 
in tile new 430-seat parliament 

The election would enhance 
President GiacDi Benjedid au- 
thority as the supreme arbiter 
who appoints the prime minister 
without going to the biggest 
party. 

Several diplomats and analysts 
have said a boycott by the fe; 
which won most local authorities^ 
in regional elections in JuneT990, 
would damage foreign confidence 
in future stability. 

"Certainly my government 
would be worried by a big absten- 
tion," said one Western diplomat 
before the FIS decision. 

The debt-burdened country is 
seeking foreign investment, parti- 
cularly in oil and gas fields and 
hopes to attract some $14 billion 
within 10 years. 

One analyst commented that 
with the FIS in the arena, the 
FLN would gain from those fear- 
ful of wasting their vote on a 
smaller party and letting fun- 
damentalists gain power. 

“It is going to be a vote of 
sanction against either the FLN, 
over the state of the country, or 


against the FIS," said another 
diplomat, referring to widespread 
poverty frequently blamed on 
FLN mismanagement. 

He also suggested the FIS 
could suffer sanction from unrest 
last June which led to the election 
being postponed. “That depends 
on the behaviour of the FIS this 
time,” said another. 

FIS militan ts demanding an im- 
mediate Islamic state without a 
vote took to the streets in June, 
dashing with security forces. 

Fifty five people were killed 
and a state of emergency was 
declared. 


But some diplomats suggested the- 
violence could backfire on the FLN. 
“I think ordinary people's 
perceptions are mixed on the 
violence. They know who lost 
from it — their sons who were 
killed," said one. 

One government minister, 
talking to Western diplomats, re- 
cently forecast the FIS would win 
30 per cent of the seats in the 
five-year parliament. 

Many ordinary Algerians see 
the FIS as the best organised 
party and the only one with a 
dear message. 


“They are fighting for the 
poor. They have a dear position. 
They are moving ... not like 
others,” said one Algerian 
Sunday. 


Ozal: Syria supports ‘terrorists’ 


BAHRAIN (R)— Turkish Presi- 
dent Turgot Ozal, in an interview 
published Sunday, accused Syria 
of supporting Kurdish “terror- 
ists" and warned President Hafez 
Al Assad that it caused resent- 
ment in Turkey. 

Syria has been cautioned be- 
fore and has always denied sup- 
porting the Kurdish rebel guerril- 
las; Mr. Ozal said in an interview 
with the daily Al Hayat conducted 
at the pan-Islamic summit last 
week In Senegal. 

“But now, I believe that the 
Turkish people have come to 
realise the truth after following 


up what has been written in the 
press,” Mr. Ozal went on. “This 
is cansing hostile feeling not 
against the Syrian people, but 
against the regime in Syria and I 
believe Hafez AI Assad should be 
wary of this.” 

The Syrians, be said, were svBp- 
porting the Kurdistan Labour 
Party as well as the groups who 
have been conducting “terrorist” 
acts in Istanbul. He said the latter 
group “have been harboured” in 
Syria. 

Mr. Ozal said Turkish journal- 
ists had gone to Syria and then to 
the Syrian-controlled Lebanese 


Bekaa Valley “where they talked 
to the leaders of the terrorist 


groups and published several in- 
terviews with them in our papers. 


This proves and confirms that 
Syria is protecting those. 

“According to my understand- 
ing, perhaps the terrorists have 
got that support since four or five 
years... at the time when the 
world order was based on a ba- 
lance between the communist and 
capitalist worlds. 

“But now,” Mr. Ozal said, 
“both West and previously com- 
munist states are fighting ter- 


rorism. 


Bahrain 


professor 

arrested 


BAHRAIN (R) — A Bahraini 
theology professor has been 
arrested on his return to Bahrain 
after criticising Gulf governments 
at a seminar in Kuwait, relatives 
and officials said Sunday. 

Police detained Sheikh Abdul 
Latif Al Mahmoud, associate 
professor of Islamic studies at 
Bahrain University, at Bahrain 
airport on Saturday evening, his 
nephew, Khaled Mahmoud, said. 

“We knew he was arriving and 
we went to the airport to meet 
him but be disappeared. Later we 
beard he had been arrested,” he 
said. 


Official sources confirmed that 
Prof. Mahmoud, a fundamental- 
ist Sunni cleric, was being held 
for questioning. They said a deci- 
sion would soon be made on 
whether to press charges or set 
him free. 

“His alleged speech was con- 
trary to the laws of the land which 
require people to be respectful to 
the heads of state in the area,” 
one source said. 


.. Prof. Mahmoud was one of 
several professors from the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) who 
criticised the 10-year-old econo- 
mic and defence alliance for lack 
of progress. 

He was quoted as telling the 
seminar last week that ruling 
families in the six GCC states did 
not deserve their privileges and 
their countries could not advance 
while systems of government re- 
mained unchanged. 


The wealth of the country be- 
longed to its people, not to the 
ruler to use as he wished. Prof. 
Mahmoud said. He questioned 
how GCC societies were to de- 
velop as long as governments 
stifled freedom of speech and 
censored newspapers. 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates — all conservative 
monarchies — form the GCC. 

The alliance, which is due to 
hold a summit in Kuwait next 
week, owns more than 40 per 
cent of the world's oil reserves. 


Saddam 


ridicules 


reports of 
coup bids 


BAGHDAD (R) — A relaxed 
and joking Saddam Hussein has 
appeared on television to ridicule 
foreign reports of coup attempts, 
showing his people and warning 
bis officers that he is still firmly in 
charge. 


In an informal hour-long chat 
with military commanders broad- 
cast across the country on Satur- 
day night, the Iraqi leader ridi- 
culed foreign reports that he 
could be toppled, saying he was 
the only one who could oblige the 
West by starting a coup. 


“Let us register the names of 
those who wish to participate 
with us so some of the Western 
circles can rest,” he proposed 
playfully to officers seated 
around him on gilded chairs. 


His comments were greeted by 
smiles and laughter from officers 
displaying medals from the Gulf 
war over Kuwait. 


“Comrade Izzat will be the 
deputy commander of the coup 
and I would be the commander," 
President Saddam joked, point- 
ing to a laughing Izzat Ibrahim, 
vice-chairman of his ruling Re- 
volution Command Council, sea- 
ted at his right. 


The Iraqi leader, flanked by 
bodyguards, said there were daily 
reports in the West that a military 
coup was imminent and Western 
countries were seeking agents to 
launch an uprising. 


“But such trivial dwarves do 
not exist in Iraq,” be said. 


Washington has vowed to 
maintain pressure on Iraq and 
said U.N. Security Council sanc- 
tions cannot be lifted as long as 
President Saddam remains in 
power, but the Iraqi leader has 
such a tight grip on the military 
that few analysts see any possibil- 
ity of a coup from within. 


Baghdad crushed anti-govern- 
ment rebellion in the Kurdish 
north and the Shiite south in 
February. 


The Kurds continue to chal- 
lenge his rale and their militias 
control a large strip of the moun- 
tainous north? 

Iraq's National Assembly last 
week expelled five members, four 
Shiite and a Kurd, accusing them 
of treason, a charge which auto- 
matically 'carries the death 
penalty. 

President Saddam earlier hand- 
ed out “Mother Of All Battles” 
sashes and medals to more than 
30 officers. He walked down a 
line of military men, embracing 
and joking with them while he 
pinned on the star-shaped 
awards. 


The awards entitle officers to 
become “friends of the presi- 
dent,” an honour which carries 
privileges including land, a car 
and the right to see President 
Saddam once every three 
months. 

President Saddam said U.N. 
sanctions would be worn away in 
time by foreign business interests 
which needed to sell goods to 
Iraq. 


He said Iraq would repair its 
war damage unaided and could 
face nothing worse than the six 
weeks of U.S.-led bombing in 
January and February. 


“I believe there can be nothing 
more serious trfaan what has hap- 
pened. We have crossed to the 
other side,” he said. 

He said he could not promise 
the Gulf war would be the last 
battle faced by his people, who 
were at war with Iran from 1980- 
88, “but I sincerely wish there 
will be no more.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Association urges release of Kuwaiti journalists 


RABAT(AP) — The Federation of Arab News Agencies Saturday 
appealed to Iraq to release journalists belonging to the Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) it is holding 10 months after the Gulf war 
ended. The federation also called on Iraq to return all equipment it 
seized from KUNA during Iraq’s seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait that began in August 1990. The congress of Arab News 
agency directors also said they hoped the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organisation would extend technical 
help to KUNA to enable it to resume transmitting news. The Arab 
News directors elected Abdul Jaiil Fenjiro, director general of the 
Moroccan press agency, as the federation's president to succeed 
Baijiss Hammoud Al Baijiss, director general of KUNA. 


v 
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Djibouti army destroys rebel base 


DJIBOUTI (R) — The Djibouti army said Sunday it had destroyed 
a base of the rebel Front for the Restoration of Unity and 
Democracy (FRUD) near Tadjourah in northern Djibouti, a 
military spokesman said in a radio interview in ' Djibouti that 30 rebels 
were killed and two captured, while the government forces tost two 
dead and six wounded. Large quantities of arms, ammunition and 
documents were captured in Friday’s action. Fighting as been going 
on in northern Djibouti since Nov. 17, when FRUD forces, made 
up of Afar tribesmen who oppose the neighbouring Issa tribe who 
dominate the Djibouti government, launched attacks near the. 
Ethiopian border. Afais from Ethiopia, reported to include former 
members of the militia of Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, who was ousted in May, are supporting foe Djibouti 
Afais. France maintains a detachment of troops in Djibouti. 
French troops have been patrolling border areas but have not be en 
taking part in what France considers to be an internal dispute. 


Fire leaves 50,000 homeless in Ethiopia 


NAIROBI ( AP) — About 50,000 were left homeless by a fire that 
gutted a town in southeastern Ethiopia, Ethiopian radio reported. 
The broadcast Saturday night quoted an official in Bare, about 650 
kilometers south of the capital, Addis Ababa, as saying the fire 
raged for several days because there was no fire fighting equip- 
ment. Tie unidentified official said the victims needed food and 
clothes. He said the presence of 600,000 Somali refugees who have 
fled civil war in their homeland had worsened the situation in the 
border town. Tie radio report made no mention of any deaths or 
say when the fire broke out. 


Iraq: Kurds selling pylons to Iran 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Sunday Kurdish guerrillas were 
stealing pylons to sell to neighbouring Iran and warned of power 
cuts. ”... Groups of gangsters in the northern area are dismantling 
the electrical towers and selling them as steel to Iran,” said the 
army newspaper Al Qadissiyah. It said the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan headed by Jala! Talabani were* behind the thefts ’‘winch 
will lead to power cuts in some parte of the Kurdish autonomous 
region.'* Kurds say Iraq has imposed an economic blockade on the 
region, choking off supplies of food and fuel. Mr. Talabani’s rival 
Massoud Barzani, head of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, says 
Baghdad has agreed to ease the blockade in return for safety 
guarantees for Iraqi officials in the north. Aid workers say there is 
no sign of the blockade being lifted. Baghdad denies it has 
blockaded the Kurdish region where Peshmergas are locked in a 
standoff with government troops. The Kurds are known to be 
raising money by selling off Iraqi government equipment and 
machinery to Iran. 


Oman, Yemen to sign border accord 


DUBAI (R) — Oman and Yemen will sign an agreement in the 
next two weeks establishing a formal border between them, 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Salph was quoted as saying on 


Sunday. Although there are straigbLtfnes in most maps, officially 

«an peninsula states are very rare. 


agreed borders between the Arabian 

“We have advised IBs Majesty’s (Sultan Qaboos of Oman) 
government that we are ready to sign an agreement and we are now 
awaiting the date of the ceremony from Muscat,” Mr. Saleh told 
the English-language Gulf News in an interview in Sanaa. “The 
talks have gone ahead in a good and positive spirit and there are no 
problems and complications of any kind,'’ Mr. Saleh told tire 
Dubai-based daily. North and South Yemen merged in May. last 
year. Relations between Oman and South Yemen were strained by 
the former Marxist state’s support for an insurgency against Muscat 
in D bo far province in the 1970s. The two Arabian Peninsula 
neighbours established diplomatic relations in 1982, six years after 
the defeat of the Dhofari rebels, and decided to normalise ties. 


Israel philharmonic plans to end Wagner ban 


TEL AVIV (R) — Jews who survived the Nazi Holocaust 
protested at reports Sunday that the Israel philharmonic orchestra, 
plans to drop a 50-year ban on music by Richard Wagner, Adolf 
Hitler’s favourite composer. Israeli Pariramentary Speaker Dov 
Shilansky appealed to the orchestra to drop plans — reported by 
the daily newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth and Israel Radio — to play 
works by the 19th century German composer at a Tel Aviv concert 


later this month. A Holocaust survivor,' Mr. Shilansky said he had 

>ut the repents, telling the radio: “2 


received many complaints about r ; 

appeal in the name of all those who are in pain — and they are 
many — to have mercy.” The orchestra ban predates Israel's 1948 
creation. Hitler, whose Germany exterminated six million people 
m World War n, made Wagner — known for his anti-Semitic 
poli tical writings — the posthumous fuehrer of music. An 
orchestra spokeswoman reserved comment on the reports until a 
Tel Aviv news conference scheduled for Monday with Daniel 
Barenboim, who reports say would conduct the concert. The 
newspaper said the orchestra on Friday voted 39-12 with nine 
abstentions to lift the ban. It said they would play two Wagner 
compositions — ■ the overtuers to the operas “The Flyign Dutch- 
man and “Tristan and Isolde.” Israel radio and televirion refuse 
to play Wagner s works. The philharmonic orchestra sparked an 
uproar in 1981 by Hying to play a Wagner piece for an encore. 
Shouted down by his Tel Aviv audience, music director Zubin 
Mehta halted the performance and all went home. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tet 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IMS — LaMartetndeSpbie 

IMS News in French 

19:15 Weekly Sports Magazine 

19JI News hi Hebrew 

2MB News in Arabic 

» fc38 Hey Dad 

21:10 (tip 

Z2M News in I 

2200 Gabriels fire 

0fcS4 fajr 

06:16 (Samite) Doha 

1U26 Dbnhr 

14:12 "Aar 

1&36 Maghreb 

17:58 .. 'Mm 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Oerth Sweifieh 

Tel. 810740 

AauMka or Gad Oanh, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chari Td. 624590. 

Chart* of On 4i— ulrttai Tel. 
637440. 

Do la SaBe Omrch Ted. 661757 
Till PM nta CM Teh 622366 


Church of the 
623541. 


628543. 

Arab 

771331. 


TeL 

Tel. 625383. TdL 
CafMfc Chanb TeL 
Orthodox Chareh Td. 
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77S261. 

Syrian Or fl u ii» Church Td. 771751. 
Auan Inter noil— o l Church Td. 

685326. 

EvongeBeal Lnlhtna Chnh TeL 

811295. 

The Cfanrch of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints TeL 823824, 654932. 
of Noionni TeL 675691. 


Yesterday's high te mp e ra t ur es: Am- 
man 10, Aqaba 18. Humidity readings: 
Amman 77 per cent, Aqaba 43 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


Bulletin soppbed by the Department ct 
Meteorology. 

Another rise is temperatures wffl 
trim place and winds trill be nartb- 
w esteriy Hght to moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wffl be pOrthe ri y moderate and 
seas calm. 

MaaTMax. temp. 

Amman 0/13 

Aqaba 8/2L 

Deserts -2/12 

Jordan Valley 7/20 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Arafat Al Ash hab 602507 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyem 620115 

■Dr. Joseph Imsih 770560 

Dr. Mohammad Maaaa 741444 

Hras pharmacy 661912 

renlows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Ndrookh ph arma cy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yaooob pharmacy 644945 

Sm^sm pharmacy : „ 637660 

HUUD- 

Dr . Mohmood Saeed ( ) 

Al Stans' pharmacy , -275825 

ZAftQfc 


Dr. Yousef Fade! (_) 

Khafifefa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Qvil Defence Department 661111 

CSvQ Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civa Defence Emerg en cy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway FoBoe :... 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PsbBc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complainti 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewe ra ge 

Oomptahits 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Comphinb 787111 

Telephone I nfo r ma tion 
(d ire ctory amhmncr ) 12] 

Oveneas Calls 010230 

Central Amman T elephone 

Repairs,... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66110] 

Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Owen Afia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDms.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmefoani 664171/4 

Shmeiaam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Abli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Basfair, J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Malta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240*50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

Zuqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


POE THE TRAVELLER 


MS Riyadh (RJ) 

9:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

fc36 Dhahran (RJ) 

*s4® Lamaca (RJ) 

9M Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

**38 Beirut (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

17:88 Cairo (RJ) 

17:25 — Istanbul (RJ) 

I&58 Casab la nca. Tunis (RJ) 

1M» Yerevan (RJ) 

Other Carriers (Terminal 2 ) 

raas Cain) (MS) 

13*9 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Paris (AF) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME 

13*5 Cam) (MS 

W:I5 Paris (AFl 
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Apple ^ ; 

Banana 

Banana (Mokanunar) .....1 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


CanHftower 

Charm beta (large) •— 

Cucumbers (smaH) ; 


This information is sappEcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ ) information dhaarf- 
men! at the Queen Aba International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where if 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


9*0 


Sanaa (RJ| 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

06s 15 Beirut (RJ) 

11:38 Montreal New York (RJ) 

11:48 bunted (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12rf5 Frankfurt (RJi 

13*8 - — Cairo | 

13*t Yerevan | 

1*30 ; Moscow | 

2fc30 Bahrain. Doha! 

2MS .......... Dubai. Abu Dhabi j 

21:15 Muscat! 


Guava 
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Marrow (s 

Okra Z. 

Onion (dry) 


(hot)-. — 

(sweet) 


Pepper (sweet). 
Potato 

Sage 


w w vCl ucCeOn , l>IIBIIaaiNaHI 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon 


at per kg- 

- 600/580 
. 500/450 
S50/5WJ 
, 850/630 
, 1607120 ^ 
„• 220/ J78 
, MOZttO: 

, 280 / 220; 

. 800/700 ; 

. 900/aOth 
500/400 ' 

, 180/ 120 ? 

, 160/120. 
.358 / 300' 

.- 850/75^'* 

. 170/O®". 

,320/ MO; 
.450/400;; 

. 300/2 Sf 

.600/SJL 
,V220 /IW- 
,-•270/230;.- 
-J33J&D'. 
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'SBARITY BAZAAR: De- 

: pRtUq; for Her Royal BJgfe 
aw Princess Sarvath AI-JEEas- 
— in. Her Royal ggha eg 
Pripews Rafanta Bint At Has- 


bazaar orgeaised by Al Hns- 
sefai Society for the Rehabi- 
litation of the Physically 
Handicap ped. Taking part in 
the bazaar, whose proceeds 
wffl go to the benefit of the 
physicaBy handicapped, were 
25. embassies.. On display at 
the bazaar were fc «flUma 

items ™t ha m B f raff ^ wia^la 

by the physically bandicflppcd 


Tbe society was estabKsbed 
in 1572 to provide trafadng 
and rah a MB fa tfi aa services to 
the pbyriedy handicapped. 
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Author wonders why Petra 
wonders remain unpublicised 
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By Nnr Sail 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A French writer is 
currently in the country to write a 
script about (he ancient Nabatean 
dty of Petra, in southern Jordan. 
The script wifl be incorporated 
into a book about the rose-red 
dty to be published in French and 
Arabic. 

Anne Wade Minkowski, join- 
ing U other Arab and French 
writers and literary people in 
compiling the book, said each 
writer will write about an event 
dial took {dace in Petra or about 
Petra itself. “But, the main 
idea, 1 * she said, “will be left up to 
the author.” 

The invitation to the authors 
was in collaboration with the 
French Cultural Centre in Jor- 
dan, and the Ministry of Tourism. 

The writers were chosen in 
view of what they had already 
written. Most of their writings 
were fiction stories about 
archaeological sites but which 
took {dace in historical places, 
according to Mrs. Minkowski. 

Mrs. Minkowski who special- 
ises in contemporary Arabic liter- 
ature, said she would not reveal 
her story yet. But “now that I 
have visited die dty, I think it is 
one of the wonders of the world,” 
she said. “It is surprising though 
why Petra is not more well known 


than it is. People know about 
Petra but they do not really know 
what it is. I myself did not know 
there was so much to see.” 

The book is scheduled to be on 
the shelves by the end of 1992 or 
begraing 1993. 

Mrs. Minkowski has translated 
a great deal of literary work from 
French into Arabic, such as the 
works of the Syrian Poet Adoni 
wbo is “the greatest living Arabic 
poet.” 

“It made me happy that he is 
now well known in the French 
literary circles,” she said. 

Mrs. Minkowski also translated 
short stories by the Egyptian au- 
thor, Yousef Idris, who passed 
away last year. In addition she 
also translated works by a 
Sudanese author and other 
poems from the 10th and 11th 
centuries. At present, the writer 
is translating Jibran Khalil Jib- 
ran’s book “The Prophet" into 
French. 

France’s interest in the Naba- 
tean dty of Petra has increased 
recently as a three-member scien- 
tific team visited the site last 
month and spent two weeks 
studying the corrosion of the 
rocks at the “King’s Tomb" to 
conduct tests, determine the 
causes and find solutions behind 
the rode corrosion. 

“I think there is a growinng 
interest by France in preserving 
universal cultural heritage,” Mis. 


Minkowski toid the Jordan 
Times. “France is quite active in 
this domain. I think if Petra is 
talked about enough and there are 
initiatives — such as this book — 
then people will be more aware. 
But so far, the public is not quite 
aware of what is going on,” she 
added. 

Uterapr speaking, Mrs. Mink- 
owski said that 10 years ago the 
French literaiy people did not 
^tnow much about Arabic litera- 
ture but now since the public is 
opening up to Arabic works “it 
has gone well with the French 
public.” 

“They are discovering some- 
thing new,” she pointed out. 

“We are trying now to bring 
Arab authors into France. This 
sort of scheme has a big impact 
on the public, it does a lot to 
make such literature more well 
known,” Mrs. Minkowski said. 

She said that the Gulf war did 
not really affect the public or the 
publishers in France because it 
did not last long enough 1 . “At 
some points though, there was a 
tendency to postpone publishing. 
They (publishers) would say, 
*wait and see how things turn 
out*. But it did not have a nega- 
tive direct effect on Arabic litera- 
ture,” she said. “In France, peo- 
ple are eager to discover this 
world, for them it is relatively 
unknown, different and interest- 
ing." 


Writer tries to bridge 
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act 1 


By Serene Hatasa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The term ‘looking at 
the other side of the coin’ is a 
term apt to describe a new book 
on the Middle East that examines 
the attitudes of Arabs towards 
the West since tbe turn of this 
century. 

According to the British writer 
Gerald Butt, a long time BBC 
correspondent in the Middle 
East, the book looks at tbe diffe- 
rent perceptions Arabs have of 
the West, especially regarding 
previous political decisions that 
have and continue to affect the 
lives of people in the region to 
this date. 

“I wfll take important historical 
events and build on them,” said 
Mr. Butt who is currently on a 
visit to Jordan to collect data and 
interview people for tbe book. 
“And I will also see how these 
events are taught to children and 
how ideas are shaped in their 
minds in order to understand how 
they are and why they think in 
that certain way.” 

Mr. Butt explained that, for 
example, the 1917 Sykes- Picot 
agreement that divided greater 
Syria between the French and tbe 
British has had political repercus- 
sions with negative fallout shap- 
ing tbe course of events in the 
Middie East today. He men- 
tioned the most catastrophic to be 


the Golf crisis and the war that 
followed. 

For many, Mr. Butt believes, 
this treaty meant betrayal and 
denial of Arabs rights. He con- 
cludes that although the majority 
of the Arab World has forgotten 
the basis of many consecutive 
treaties that further, divided the 
Arab World and created the bor- 
ders seen on today's Middle East 
map, the feeling of betrayal and 
denial has transferred itself from 
one generation to the other. 

“I will try to show how the 
accumulation of attitudes in the 
past have continuted to making 
up the attitudes we see today in 
this region,” Mr. Butt said. 

The latest events in the region, 
especially tbe Gulf war, have 
prompted Mr. Butt to launch this 
project Having visited Syria and 
Jordan, be will proceed to Egypt, 
Lebanon, the West Bank and 
probably Algeria for the same 
task of collecting information and 
interviewing people. 

“It’s amazing to see that there 
is so much traffic between East 
and West, yet there is still a big 
gap in perceptions on both 
sides,” he said. “So instead of 
looking at how the West sees and 
stereotypes Arabs, I want to look 
into how Arabs react to their 
stereotypes in the West.” 

Mr. Butt said that during the 
Gulf crisis there was a great deal 
of misunderstanding of the Arabs 


and "how Arabs think.” 

Having lived a considerable 
time in this region and having 
been exposed to the two cultures, 
Mr. Butt described the type of 
coverage during the crisis and the 
war as “superficial." 

“The coverage that gave back- 
ground to events taking shape at 
tiie present time was minimal, 
especially coverage on the 
reasons behind the sense of anger 
and frustration among Arabs,” 
Mr. Butt said. “This limited 
scope of coverage contributed to 
less understanding in the West of 
events in this region.” 

Even after the end of the Gulf 
war and the subsequent events 
“there was no great sense of 
understanding by tiie West of this 
region.” 

“The West always dwelt on the 
notion that they knew best how 
the region should be run and this 
attitude has been there since the 
start of this century and will most 
probably stay that way til! the end 
of the century," Mr. Butt said. 

In his book, Mr. Butt will also 
attempr to look at the different 
aspirations Arabs pin on their 
leaders. 

“I will look into the leaderships 
in the Arab World, what the 
Arab masses expect of them and 
what the West wants them to be 
and to do,” Mr. Butt said. 

The book is sheduled to be 
finished in 1993; it win be pub- 
lished by Harper Collins. 


Liven Christmas 
with live trees 
from government 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanians celebrating Christmas year can 

buy Christmas trees from the Ministry of Agriculture's Range and 
Afforestation Department, according to Azzam Muheisen, director 
of the Forestry Department at the Miniary of Agriculture. 

Mr. Muheisen said that people can buy Christmas tr ees at the 
department's station in Kamalieh, Sweileh. 

Mr. Muheisen appealed to the public to refrain from cutting down 
trees from forests or from along-side roads and streets. 

He said that cutting down trees was forbidden by law and tbe 
practice runs contrary to the Kingdom's drive to green all pans of the 
country. 

The ministry ’s nurseries produce millions of tree spalings each year 
and most of them are planted during Arbor Day celebrations, 
usually in January. 

The Ministry of Agriculture usually distributes saplings free of 
charge or for nominal fees to government departments, schools, 
organisations, municipalities and individuals to be planted in the 
country in the winter season. 


Masri points to experts, 
researchers to reform 
basic education system 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from 12 Arab countries opened a 
five-day meeting in Amman to 
discuss the role of educational 
research centres in promoting 
basic education in the Arab 
World. 

The conference orgainsed by 
the Amman-based regional office 
of the United Nations Education, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) in cooperation 
with the National Centre for Edu- 
cational Research and Develop- 
ment, will focus on methods of 
research in basic education, 
priorities in the educational pro- 
cess, prospects for developing the 
appropriate mechanisms for im- 
parting education and exchange 
of information resulting from re- 
search among Arab states. 

In addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Jordan’s representative said 
that the Kingdom was going 
ahead with plans for cooperation 
with Arab states on the one hand 
and the UNESCO offices on tbe 
other with a view to promoting 
education in general. 

Muntber Al Masri, who is also 
Ministry of Education secretary 
general said that education 
deepens concepts, enhances the 
national feelings for forging an 
Arab unity and promotes the 
spirit of democracy in the Arab 
society. 

He said that the conference is 
designed to enrich the education- 
al experiments in the Arab 
World. 

This conference is also aimed 
at enabling the Arab states to 
spread education and achieve die 
target of the 1990s: “Providing 
Education for all by the year 
2000,” as was decided at the 
U.N.-sponsored educational con- 
ference in Thailand in March of 
1990, Dr. Masri pointed out. 

He said Jordan was closely 
cooperating with UNESCO and 
the Arab League Educational, 
Cultural and Scientific Organisa- 
tion (ALECSO) in order to 
achieve the goals of education for 
all by the end of the present 
century and to introduce changes 
designed to imporve the quality 
of education for children. 

“In Jordan’s view," Dr. Masri 
said, “special emphasis should be 
laid on the role of experts and 
researchers in Jordanian universi- 
ties which can help the ministries 
of education in the Arab World 
boost basic education at schools.” 

Dr. Masri criticised the existing 
system of the Arab World as 
lacking the basic educational in- 
formation and failing to adopt 
national educational policies 
based on scientific research. 

UNESCO representative, 
Abdul Qader Al A trash, said the 
Arab World was facing a real 
challenge represented in its abil- 
ity to trainlts human resources in 
a manner ihat would help imple- 
ment tbe requirements of sustain- 
able development by utilisation 
of modern technology J 

Dr. A trash said UNESCO’s 
educational fimovation program- 
me aims at bolstering basic 


education in the Arab World 
scheduled to be carried out be- 
tween 1992 and 1995. 

“The implementation of UN- 
ESCO programmes,” he said, re- 
quires the availability of resear- 
chers, the organisation of train- 
ning courses for teachers and 
instructors and promoting educa- 
tional research at various institu- 
tions.” 

Tayseer Al Nahar said that the 
meeting would focus attention on 
the basic education problems and 
means of meeting the basic needs 
of individuals and eradicating illi- 
teracy. 

Dr. Nahar, who represented 
tbe National Centre for Educa- 
tional Research and Develop- 
ment said basic educational prob- 
lems include difficulties in help- 
ing students acquire sufficient 
skills needed for the labour mar- 
ket. 

“This challenge faces all the 
Arab countries’ educational sys- 
tems and calls for serious study 
and research to find solutions," 
Dr. Nahar added. 

Delegates attending the meet- 
ings came from Jordan, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Bahrain. 
Oman, Syria, Lebanon, Sudan, 
Egypt. Yemen, Iraq, Libya and 
Morocco. Also present were rep- 
resentatives of the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) and a number of edu- 
cational 'institutions. * 
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Manat Al Mulqi and her two children 

Palestinians know more 
than the General Assembly 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinian men and 
women deported ftom their 
homeland by the Israeli author- 
ities have voiced their condemna- 
tion of a move on the part of the 
General Assembly to rescind its 
1975 resolution that equates 
Zionism with racism. 

The General Assembly's move, 
upon the U.S. president's re- 
quest, “will be a foolish action 
and those voting for rescinding 
the resolution are people without 
conscience” said Manal Eid Al 
Mulqi, one of 139,000 married 
women living in the diaspora and 
seeking reunion with their hus- 
bands in tbe occupied territories. 

Mrs. Al Mulqi said that she 
married Mahdi Al 

Nabulsi during a visit to tiie West 
Bank town of Nablus in 1987 but 
the Israeli authorities forced her 
to leave the Arab homeland one 
year later although she had given 
birth to a baby girl. 

Mrs. Al Mulqi said that tbe 
Israeli authorities had repeatedly 
asked her husband to divorce her 
and marry another woman living 
in the occupied Arab lands but he 
refused. 

After severe pressure on tbe 
Israeli authorities from a number 
of circles. “I was allowed to live 
in Nablus for three months, but 
afterwards when they tried to 
catch me I escaped and lived 
incognito until I gave birth to a 
second child in September 1989,” 
the woman said in an interview 
Wti), tiie; Jordan . Times and Al 

w : ; a . ; 


“When I was finally deported 
in September of 1990 I returned 
to Amman where I now five and 
where my husband visits me from 
time to time. But I need to live 
with my husband and children,” 
she said. 

She demanded to be reunited 
with her two children and her 
husband to lead a normal life. 

Mahmoud Fan noun, 35, and 
one of 1,449 Palestinian men 
deported from the occupied terri- 
tories, described bis living away 
from his homeland “like a tree 
uprooted from the ground." 

“I was deported in 1986 and 
was left stranded at Wadi Araba 
in Jordan where I was found by 
the Jordanian authorities,” he 
said. The deportation came after 
spending a number of years in 
detention without trial, Mr. Fan- 
noon said. 

Masaoud Zueiter, 45, another 
deportee and father of six chil- 
dren said that he spent several 
years in a Nablus prison before he 
was deported to Lebanon in 1989. 
“I left my wife and children in the 
West Bank and I am not allowed 
to see them,” Mr. Zueiter com- 
plained. 

An injured boy who is being 
currently treated at one of Am- 
man's hospitals told the Jordan 
Times that he was coming out of 
school with his mates “when one 
of the Israeli troops seized me' 
and began beating me and accus- 
ing me of throwing stones on 
soldiers.” 

He said the soldier beat him 
and broke his legs and he was left 
without treatment, lying in one of 
the streets of Hebron, until mem- 


bers of his family came to save 
him. 

According to Majed Mil be m 
from the occupied territories’ Re- 
search and Study Department the 
rate of illiteracy among Arabs 
under Israeli rule now stands at 
14.4 per cent, compared with 4.3 
per cent among the Israelis. 

Dr. Milhem said that Israel is 
continuing a practice of closing 
down schools and universities at 
will and exercises all sorts of 
atrocities against the Arabs. 

It is high 
time to pay 
income tax 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department has issued a call 
to all citizens to setttle their 
income tax obligations before the 
end of the year to avoid paying 
fines at the rate of 1.5 per cent on 
each month of delay afterwards. 

The department’s statement 
noted that those required to sub- 
mit income statements during 
1991 should do so before Dec. 31 
to avoid paying other fines that 
range between two and 24 per 
cent of the total amount of taxes. 

The statement said that those 
required by law to submit a state- 
ment outfitting their income dur- 
ing tiie year were all those earn: 
ing an annual income exceeding 
JD5.000 whether they were em- 
ployees bnisnessmen, merchants 
and>ttheri. ' 






■I 


■lj 

:J 

-if' 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Bahrain 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sundaysent a 
cable to Bahraini leaders. Sheikh Issa Ben Sulaiman Al Khahfa, 
congratulating him on his country’s national day. The King 
wished Sheikh T«a» continued good health and happiness and the 
Bahraini people f urth er progress and prosperity. 

Ambassador-designate presents credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jabej Sunday 
received copies of tiie credentials of the newly appointed Turkish 
amb assador to Jordan, Mehemet Ertmishlek. 

Commission denounces Israeli practices 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Commission for Jerusalem 
Affaire Sunday denounced the terrorist Israeli 
Jerusalem and the escalation of braiding settlements m the hog 
«*y, saying that the escalation of these meawres at the 
Partkpukr time is aimed at obstructing the peace J«aix±. and 
aborting it A ■= p fJf,>CTnan for tiie commission also said that t he 
featicampai^^Sd with the Dakar Mamie «mfere^ 
which SbeW last week. He call ed on thelslamc 
which took part in tiie co n ference to shoulder their religious, 
POftidal and humanitarian responsibilities towards Jerusalem and 
the other Triamir places in the occupied Arab territories. 


Training symposium for special teaching ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A week-long regional training symposium on 
children with special needs in the ordinary classes concluded here 
Sunday and adopted a recommendation calling for preparing 
flexible and adjustable curricula. Participants called for recon- 
sidering the methods used in training teachers in the participating 
countries. At the end of their meetings, they recommended that 
the educational package prepared by the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), to 
improve the teachers performance, be adopted and applied. 
Taking part in the symposium were Jordan, Bahrain, Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt and Oman. 

Jordan participates in Arab legal talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is taking part in tbe Arab League 
legal committee meeting which is due to open in Cairo Monday. 
Judge Rifaat Sbammont, head of tiie Higher Court of Justice in 
Amman said the committee would discuss a number of draft 
agreements among Arab states including matters related to the 
status of Palestinian refugees now living in Arab countries and an 
a gr eement between the Arab League and the Islamic Bank as well 
as tbe declaration of pan- Arab principles on countering air piracy. 
Mr. Shammout, wbo is heading the Jordanian delegation to the 
four-day meetings, made the statement shortly before his depar- 
ture for tbe Egyptian capital. 
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Equality for women 


THE SYMPOSIUM, women in employment and develop- 
ment of die Arab World, being Launched today is a timely 
endeavour that calls for the full participation of all women 
and men dedicated to cause of rtHninating all remaining 
vestitodes of discrimination between men and women. The 
Pan-Arab Association for Women in Development and die 
International Labour Organisation (ILO), which, are jointly 
organising the conference, deserve to be commended for 
bringing to the fore a pressing issue that has left women’s 
role in development neglected for too long. In this vein, 
there is no escape from the conclusion that women’s 
contributions to their societies, be they economic, cultural 
or social, can never be enhanced to their foil extents and 
dimensions without die eradication of all traces of negative 
discrimination against, women. In this context it is comfort- 
ing to note that the government is on the verge of ratifying 
the International Convention on the Elimination of ail 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, which was 
adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in December of 1979 
and went into force in September 1981. In its preambular 
paragraph, this convention notes that the state parties to the 
international covenants on hitman rights have entered into a 
dear obligation to ensure and accord equal rights to men 
and women in order to enable birth to enjoy all economic, 
social, cultural, dvfl and political rights. The same section 
of the convention reaffirms that discrimination against 
women violates the principle of equality between human 
beings and deprives women of tire opportunities to partici- 
pate on equal terms and footing with men in the political, 
social, economic and cultural life of their respective 
countries. For attaining such goals, tire state parties are 
called upon to “adopt appropriate legislative and other 
measures, indudiiig sanctions where appropriate, prohibit- 
ing all discrimination against women.” It even goes farther 
when it requires the state parties “to modify the social and 
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view 
to achieving the efanination of prejudices... and aB other 
practices which are bas^d on tire idea of the inferiority or the 
superiorit y of either of tire sexes or on stereotyped rotes for 
men and women.’* 

In its cumulative sense this human rights instrument in 
effect calls for affirmative action m order to elevate tire rote 
and participation of women in the development of their 
countries to a position of equality. Translated into more 
concrete mamfekations, Jordan, in which women have over 
tire years gained a great deal of equality, would be treaty 
obligated to take specific affirmative actions in order to 
increase the partici p ation of women in the economic as weD 
as political, social and cultural life of their country. In other 
words, tire policy of the Kingdom in this regard need to be 
adopted and pursued with tire dear purpose of having more 
qualified women serving in all sectors of development. 
Granted that few countries have attained the ideal level of 
women portidpation, that in itself does not excuse develop- 
ing countries such as Jordan from aspiring effectively to 
achieve such an ambitions objective. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily Sunday described as a big defeat to the 
Arabs and Muslims the resolutions issued by the Islamic summit 
in Dakar. The leaders who met in Dakar have decided to m ain t a i n 
the genocide of the Iraqi people and to prevent the Islamic 
nations from launching holy ware against the aggressors who do 
not conceal their hatred of Arabs and Muslims and who are 
greedy enough to launch wars to satisfy their desires, the paper 
said. It is regrettable to see resolutions at an Islamic summit being 
bought with Islamic and Arab money for the sake of offering 
service to the aggressors who launched war on Iraq, continue to 
oppress the Palestinians and pursue their schemes to loot Arab 
and Islamic nations’ wealth, the paper said. The Islamic leaders in 
Dakar have thus decided to dispose of the Iraqi people through 
continued starvation and embargo, to ignore the cries of the 
Palestinians now under repression in the occupied territories and 
to offer service to the Western nations, said the paper. The 
Muslim leaders in Dakar justified their ball for continued 
sanctions on Iraq by claiming that Baghdad should comply with 
the will of the world community and implement U.N. Secur ity 
Council resolutions which it has already done,' the paper said. It 
said that Iraq will one day rise again and its people will rebuild all 
that had been destroyed in the raids, but, said the paper, those 
Muslims and Arab leaders who took shameful decisions can by no 
means get rid of the shame which remains as a stigma over all 
their lives. 

Al Dustour accused Israel of continued actions designed to abort 
the peace talks. Apart from the obstacles laid in the path of the 
- negotiations in Washington, the Israelis are stepping up their 
repressive campaigns against die Palestinian people and allowing 
the settlers to occupy Arab homes while continui ng a drive to 
evict Arabs from their homeland and violating the Palestinian 
human rights, said the paper. The new wave of terrorism against 
.the Palestinians, the escalation of settlers’ activities and the 
inhuman treatment of Arab youth in Israeli jails stand out as a 
proof of Israel’s evil intentions while the conti n ui n g settlement 
programmes in Arab lands dearly expose Israel's determination 
to foil attempts to achieve a durable settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Palestine problem, the paper said. Israel’s action 
coui^ed with its leaders’ intransigence at the Washington peace 
talks, said the paper, dearly indicate Israel's intentions that it 
does not wish to five in peace with its Arab neighbours, neither 
that it will ever abandon the occupied Arab lands. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


First things first 


ISRAEL is pressing ahead for the repeal of the 1975 U.N. 
General Assembly resolution equating Zionism with racism and is 
attempting to make this issue part and parcel of the negotiating 
process on peace in the Middle East. Washington and other 
Western powers are also launching similar campaigns in order to 
use their words, to enhance the chances of the ongoing peace talks 
between Israel and the Arab parties. The timing of this 
well -orchestrated efforts to delete from the annals of the United 
Nations any reference to Zionism as a form of racism is of course 
well chosen with the collapse of the communist order in Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union itself. This prompted the former 
Soviet Foreign Minister Boris Pan kin, during the U.N. General 
Assembly debates this year, to say that the U.N. “should once 
and for all leave behind the legaqy of the ice age like the 
abnoxious resolution equating Zionism to racism.” 

Well, the significance of the timing of the mushrooming efforts 
to reverse that decision of the United Nations lies in the fact that 
among the staunch supporters of the Nov. 20, 3379 resolution 
were the former Warsaw Pact countries, including of course the 
Soviet Union. Now that pact is dead and done with, the stage is 
set for revoking many of the policy and le^U decisions that they 
once voted for. Paramount among such decisions is of course the 
resolution equating Zionism with racism. 

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler told 
the press last week: “To equate Zionism with the intolerable sins 
of racism is to twist history. By repealing this resolution 
unconditionally,'’ she continued to say, “the United Nations will 
enhance its credibility and serve the cause of peace.*' The most 
objectionable -part of Mrs. Tutwiler’s statement was her call for 
unconditional repeal of the resolution, that is if one wants to be 
also credible and sensible. 


One can sympathise with all those voices calling for annulling 
the controver s ial decision if they couple their concern for Israel's 
reputation with an equal interest in the root causes for the 
adoption of the resolution in the first place. If one looks, for 
example, at Tel Aviv’s record of human rights and their record on 
the ratification of relevant international instruments on human 
rights, including those that the Western civilisation had articu- 
lated, one would readily notice that Israel’s record leaves much to 
be desired and therefore the way to address the complained about 
resolution is to rectify first this dismal Israeli record. Otherwise, 
the friends of Israel would be putting the cart before the horse. I, 
for one, would have no difficulty entertaining a “deal” envisaging 
the rescinding of the resolution in question in return for Israel's 
adherence to all the major international covenants or treaties on 
human rights in addition to improving its human rights record as 
reported not only in Arab human rights journals but also in 
international, renowned human rights periodicals, such as the one 
compiled and published by Amnesty International. 

If Israel and its ardent supporters truly wish to do something 
positive about the 1975 resolution, let them begin by having Israel 
ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), which came into force in 1976 and is signed and ratified 
by the entire Western world, scores of former Eastern bloc 
countries and many dozens of developing countries in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. The only exception is offered by the 
U.S. which has yet to ratify that particular international instru- 
ment in spite of repeated protestations that it is considering 
seriously such a belated move. 

From the U.N. point of view and from the international law 
perspective, the ratification of such an instrument is at least a 
theoretical test of whether a certain country rejects racism in all 
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More flags , fewer 
illusions in East Europe 


By 


Hamil ton 
ufer 


VIENNA — The old Soviet Un- 
ion is gone. Yugoslavia has 
broken apart. Unfamiliar flags of 
newly-indepeudent nations encir- 
cle Eastern Europe as it ends a 
tough year, signalling an even less 
certain future. 

Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, 
Macedonia, Bosnia and Moldova 
are re-emerging from the pages of 
Balkan history Russia, Ukraine 
and Byelorussia are breaking 
loose from the Soviet empire, 
Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania are 
already sovereign. 

“Balkanisation” — a 1914 label 
for backward little nation states 
which ignited wars — is again a 
topical term. f 

Europe’s history in 1991 was 
stained by Vukovar, the shell- 
shocked ruin of a city on the 
Danube between warring Croats 
and Serbs and by Dubrovnik, the 
Adriatic jewel used as target 
practice for Yugoslav army 
Howitzers. 

It was the worst fighting on the 
continent since 1945. 

Unless it stops and U.N. 
peacekeeping troops are de- 
ployed, analysts fear Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina may be sucked in what 
one Western minister called a 
“war without winners.” 

“I do not rale out a general 
dvil war," said Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Ante Marfcovic this 
month, as the conflict raged just a 
few hours drive from Venice and 
Vienna. 

Yugoslavia's drama apart, 1992 
looks like being another year of 
grind for this region of nearly 125 
million people struggling to 
achieve stability and growth. 

After joyously shedding com- 
munism, the peoples of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria and Albania 
learned there was no such thing 
as instant democracy and 
prosperity. 

From Gdansk to Bucharest, 
shops filled up with consumer 
goods, but prices rocketed and 


joblessness climbed as the pain- 
ful, chaotic withdrawal from cen- 
tral planning continued. 

To the dismay of well-wishers, 
an ingrained “old mentality” .-of 
law expectations has shackled in- 
itiative, while unleashed national- 
inn has flourished like a weed. 

“New states on the 
fringes of Central 
Europe will be riv- 
als for Western 
help. They may 
also harbour trou- 
ble, in the shape of 
ethnic millions 
misplaced behind 
World War II bor- 
ders.” 

New states on the fringes of 
central Europe will be rivals for 
Western help. They may also 
harbour trouble, in the shape of 
ethnic millions misplaced behind 
World War H borders. 

Hungarian political scientist 
Laszlo Keri believes East Euro- 
pean governments will press bor- 
der issues in an irredentist free- 
for-aJ] that will be hard to con- 
trol. 

“They will be very Slovakian, 
very Romanian, very Polish, very 
Hungarian, very Serbian and very 
Bulgarian. This will be the only 
issue (to draw) considerable sup- 
port,” Mr. Keri said. 

With the United States starting 
a presidential race, and the Euro- 
pean Community preoccupied 
with forging unity of its own, 
self-reliant nationalism can be a 
positive force. 

“It is clear for the time-being 
that the West will not make an 
economic move for this region as 
large as the Marshall Plan,” said 
Hungarian foreign policy aide 
Gynla Kodolanyi. 

Hungarians must rely above all 
“on our own political determina- 
tion atad will,” be said. 


As 1991 draws to a dose, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
was raised the frightening spectre 
of the Soviet Union dissolving 
into “a Yugoslavia, with nukes 
thrown in.” 

Nationalist strains, albeit of 
less violent potential, also chal- 
lenge Czechoslovakia, where Slo- 
vak separatism and the cost of 
economic change have increased 
anxieties. Talks on the Czech- 
Slovak split are deadlocked, thre- 
atening to warp elections due 
next June. 

“It is an absolute illusion to 
talk about a peaceful and civilised 
separation, since personal in- 
terests will be in the game,” said 
Franits Sebej, a moderate Slo- 
vak politician. 

Europe, like an old pullover, 
could unravel if a thread is pul- 
led, Mr. Sebej commented. 

“There is one big unknown — 
the silent majority,” be added. 
“Either they are decent people 
or... demoralised, lazy and silly 
people. And then we have bad 
hick.” 

_ In Poland, voters already seem 
disillusioned with democracy. In 
October, fewer than half voted in 
the first free general election 
since World War n. 

A deeply fragmented parlia- 
ment emerged, creating the risk 
of chronic instability and raising 
doubts over the resolve of future 
governments to stick to harsh 
economic medicine. 

Yet, if they can cooperate in a 
free trade zone, Poland, Hungary 
end Czechoslovakia are seen as 
East Europe's strongest growth 
prospects. With peace in Yugos- 
lavia, well-organised Slovenia, 
and Croatia could join, making a 
market of 77 million. 

But Romania, Bulgaria and 
Albania, with 36 million people 
ui total, all suffer from political 
instability. 

Here, the flavour of Balkan 
strife remains strong. 

Romania's Prime Minister 
Theodor Stdojan thinks it could 
take up to seven years to erect the 
legal and institutional structures 


needed for a new economic 
system. 

Another tough task, he said, 
was “the eradication of com- 
munism... a true cancer of 
society.’’ 

For Mr. Stolojan, who took 
office in September after rioting 
miners forced out Petre Roman, 
the main job in 1992 will be 
consolidating a frail democracy. 

Analysts believe Romanians 
face a series of coalitions over the 
coming years, and that their fate 
will also be linked to ethnic 
Romanians next door in the 
Soviet Union. 

Elections last October gave 
economically strapped Bulgaria 
its first non-communist govern- 
ment. But, here too, analysts see 
fragmentation next year, 
worsened by ethnic Turkish dis- 
content. 

“1992 will be a year of sharpen- 
ing conflicts in the ruling non- 
communist union of democratic 
forces, which will lead to a new 
split,” predicted leading sociolog- 
ist Tvetozar Tomov. 


“1992 will be a 
year of sharpening 
conflicts in the rul- 
ing non-communist 
onion of democra- 
tic forces, which 
will lead to a new 
split.” 


In Albania, a borse-and-cait 
economy in a country endowed 
with resources, 1991 ended with 
40 dead in a stampede for bread 
and troops doling out loaves to 
prevent mob rule. 

The governing coalition of 
democrats and ex-communists 
had fallen apart, and young 
politicians who united to sweep 
four decades Of Stali nism asirift 
just a year before fell to squab- 
bling amongst themselves. 


its forms and whether it abhors the application and policy of 
racism in all its manifestations. 

There is also the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights which is nearly universally ratified with die 
exception of very few countries, including Israel. On the long fat 
of international treaties pertaining to human rights where Israel's 
name is notably absent are the following: The International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid, the Convention on the Non-applicability of Statutory 
Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity, the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, the 
Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age of Marriage 
and Registration of Marriages , the Convention against Torture 
and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish- 
ment, and other related conventions. As can be seen, Israel’s 
record vis-a-vis many highly important treaties is anything but 
encouraging. Would it not be more fair to ask of Israel to change 
its stance on such internationally binding instruments, in word 
and deed, before considering the repeal of the troubling stigma 
attached to it because of the resolution equating Zionism with 
racism? 

There is no doubt that in the context of the ongoing peace 
negotiations between the Arab side and Israel such an issue can 
be put on the negotiating table. If there is genuine peace between 
the two sides, all such pes te ring issues stand to be rectified to the 
satisfaction of all the parties. But before peace is attained and 
prior to Israel’s decision to reverse its negative position on the 
relevant internationally-binding human rights treaties, it would be 
premature and unfair to even attempt to rescind the resolution on 
Zionism equating racism. 


LETTERS 


It’s time for peace! 

To the Editor. 

PEACE conference, peace talks, peace initiative, peace efforts. 
We’ve got used to bearing these words over and over and thought 
that they are the problem solvers of the dilemma of the oppressed 
people who suffer greatly because of occupation. Now, as we 
watch the convening of the long-waited peace conference, we 
realise that not only bolding of the conference, but also having the 
will, the honest will, to live in peace and mutual understanding 
are equally needed. 

Arabs living under the cruel, brutal occupation exercised by 
Israelis in the Golan Heights, South Lebanon and the holy land of 
Palestine, had enough suffering and witnessed more bloodshed 
than anyone would take. Yet they are ready to try to forgive and 
live in peace. 

Although the Israeli aggressors have the chance to fire 
peacefully with their Arab neighbours (as they used to dawn every 
time they had the chance to pretend to want peace) they ignored 
everyone and came to the Washington peace conference five days 
late. The other participating parties did not mind and were 
forgiving by not raising the subject so that the peace process can 
go on as smoothly as possible. The Israeli attitude is not as 
positive though. They still refuse to discuss essential matters and 
anyone who sees the Israeli delegation on TV £e$ that they are 
acting as If they were some donors gffi&ig charity, which can never 
” ^ way- They still seem refnetant and sound 

and they are not trying to build any communication rhann<»i« 
between them and the Arabs. 

Sitting in the same room to the same table is a successful first 
step. Everyone just hopes it win not be the last and that peace will 
eventually prevail. 

Suleima Kayyali, 
Amman. . 

Giving with love and a smile 

To the Editor: 


Its Christinas! Time to give. 

Nazek Bitar is a woman who readies just that. Christmas is also 
the time for bazaars and buying gifts, many times for children who 
sometimes have everything. 

Whatever charity organisation the bazaar represents, you will 
find her there selling UNICEF cards and gifts. Always with a 
smile, always guiding you to buy at least one item like a good 
saleswoman; you think she is selling “the jewels of the world 
No, what she is selling is “love of the children of this world;" she 
is selling UNICEF gift items from children to children. 

Thank you Nazek Bitar for teaching our children of Jordan to 
give, give with love and a smile. 

Nelly S. Khonry, 
P.O. Box 925072, 
Amman, Jordan. 


Don’t spoil the desert 


To the Editor: 


THE Nov. 5 Jordan Tunes aitide “Race across desert to promote 
tourist sites,” saddened me. In America we are now “racing”. to. 
protect our deserts (what is left of then) from car races rallies ■ 

like this. - . 

I live in the desert in California and so much has been 

done to the East Mojave Desert (with its fragile plant and animal 
ecosystems) by car and motorcycle rallies that the Bureau of Land * 
Management has had to stop them. 

fa the Anza-Borrego Desert, not only has vehicular “tra3^ 
ndmg” and racing destroyed plant and animal life, but precious 
archaeological sites have been plundered. 

I hope this does not happen to Jordan. Jordan’s unspoiled 
desert and unique histone and archaeological sites are the main 
reasons tourists come here for. 

I hope that in promoting tourism and using these sites you wffl 
not unwittingly destroy them. ~ - 

_ _ Chris Martin," 

P.O. Box 1724, Nfland California, 
Zap Code 92257- 

TheJordan Times welcomes letters and. contnlmticmsfromi& 

*° tedt,e - Lettere Jtar% 

writer's and 

P*efoiably address as well. . Names can be with 

regoesf and under special circumstances. Letters are sabjectio 

manuscripts. ... 
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N^Ordan will not negotiate on behalf of the Palestinians 


Bahrain: A rich history 


By AIUsqq Kaplan 

• The Jerusalem Post 

WASHINGTON — Perhaps it is 
because <rf he profession that Dr. 

S Abdul Salam Majali chooses a 
<4 colourful medical metaphor to 
* - describe what be believes would 
ijMr ensue if bilateral talks with Israel 
do not go at the slow and careful 
ph pace that Jordan advocates. 

“I think if we push things down 
our threats, everybody will have 
indigestion,” Dr. Majali said in 
JS an interview Friday, settled in his 
it* '-hotel suite wearing traditional 
0,1 dit fdress mid his trademark black- 
ly. % rimmed glasses. 

. That is why Dr. Majah said he 
refusesio have the land of casual 
hotel-room meetings and tele- 
phone conversations with Israeli 
ls gb,, negotiators that Israel has asked 
C W. : huh for, and it is why he says it is 
n still too early to move the 
ongoing bilateral negotiations to 
Q the Middle East, as Israel would 
like. 

1 Pe*j But the chief negotiator for 
Jordan in the bilateral talks was 
■etveti personally taking what some 
ito^ would view as a step toward 
Kd ^ . normalisation between Israel and 
oq 7 Jordan by sitting in the Willard 
h Hotel here, discussing the peace 
' process with two Israeli repor- 
ters. 

As he described his position on 

■ the negotiations, the 66-year-old 

doctor seemed to be looking for 
"—-s Israeli unders tanding of the in- 
■ ability of a Jordanian leader to 
make any moves to press the 
Palestinians to agree to negotiate 
substantive issues as a team, 
if rather than in separate rooms. 
*• ‘I cannot and I will not at all 


negotiate on the Palestinians' be- 
half,” he said, leaning forward 
for emphasis. “I have vital in- 
terests with them, but I will not 
speak on their behalf.” 

Making frequent references to 
the “rejectionm” forces in the 
Arab World, Dr. Majali.said that 
any move he made that appears 
to subsume the Palestinians 
t hreatens not only the peace pro- 
cess but the very lives of Jorda- 
nians who appear to be negotiat- 
ing the Palestinian national 
identity, and listed those who had 
died for appearing to make this 
attempt. 

“I lost my cousin because of 
this, because Hizaa Majaii was 
trying to have some negotiations 
for the Palestinian side. King 
Abdullah lost bis life. Wash Tall 
lost his life. I am uot going to lose 
my life.” 

Dr. Majali said that he has 
tried to bring that point across to 
Israeli negotiator Elyakim Rubin- 
stein, while sitting on the couch in 
the State Department corridor, 
that only the Palestinians can 
make concessions to Israel, and 
therefore, Israel must accept 
their desire to solidly split the 
Jordanian-Palestinian representa- 
tion into two tracks 

“I tried to explain it to him. I 
said that if I go and sit with him 
alone, even my delegation thinks 
I'm making a secret deal. So I am 
betraying the cause. I lose my 
credibility with my own people. Is 
that what you want?” Mr. Majali 
sighed. “Sometimes, I think 
that’s what he wants.” 

Because of the corridor di- 
plomacy among the Israeli, 
Jordanian and Palestinian delega- 


Cabinet poised to win vote 


(Continued from page 1) 

’•*k poverty, organisation, tmemploy- 
nce, t ment and basic services as well as 
iviiffc the continuing international sanc- 
staoh tkms against Iraq and Amman’s 
relations with the Gulf Arab 
■ states'. 

Parliamentary observers said 
that it was dear that those de- 
puties who presented demands to 
the government despite their cri- 
ticism of some of the policies of 
jq - the executive branch were defi- 
ijj nite “yes” voters while the posi- 
tion of some others who criticised 
the government remained undear 
^ “■ since they .stopped short of in- 
** cheating their choice. 

°~ G The basis on which the de- 
1 M £ puties aired their comments and 
“■ adopted positions vis-a-vis (he 
UK ^ S government of Sharif Zeid vyas 
miie,s the speech made by His Majqgfoj: 
I" 38 King Hussein on Dec. I, opening 
iiaw the regular session of Parliament. 

Under constitutional provi- 
so sons, the King’s address was 
adopted as the government’s poli- 
cy statement. 

Deputy Faisal Ben Jazi (South- 
era Bedouins) of the National 
Bloc was the first speaker on the 
jnBa floor Sunday. He extended total 
). support for the government and 
t called on the cabinet to grant a 
ijlp special amnesty for prisoners. 

Mr. Ben Jazi also referred to 
fee strain in Jordan's ties wife fee 
Gulf Arab states and expressed 
hope that “fee doors between us 
and our neighbours will open 
soon." 

ass* Deputy Hussein Mjalli 
(Jerash), a lawyer and former 
head of the Jordan Bar Associa- 
- tion, said be was withholding 
confidence in the government be- 
* **' cause be opposed fee ongoing 
U? Middle East peace process. 

*7* The pan-Arab nationalist Mjal- 
* H characterised the Arab-Israeli 
conflict as based on “existence" not 
w borders and asserted that fee 
Arabs will have to accept dictated 
solutions from fee U.S. and 
Israel. 

“Future generations will not 
condone fee loss of Jerusalem 
lonbs cud this humiliating surrender," 
he said. 

In a harsh-intting speech. De- 
puty Fares Nabulsi (Amman) of 
jjrf the Democratic Bloc criticised 
*1 * ; fee composition of fee Sharif 
Zeid cabinet and accused some of 
fee ministers — without naming 
them — of hypocrisy adding that 
they had contributed to strains in 
relations between fee executive 
.and legislative authorities and 
gdi# had rejected go ver n ment policies 
in fee past. 

pP Referring to the fact feat the 
^0* Sharif Zeid government was the 
third to assume office this year 
and feat Hmitwi cabine t reshuf- 
fles had also- been frequent, Mr. 
Nabulsi also assailed the “quick 
™ changes in. government which 
have paralysed die administrative 


The Amman deputy also ques- 
tioned fee agreement that Jordan 
teached wife international agen- 
cies to. manage the Kingdom's 
economic problems. 

Mr. Nabulsi said he respected 
fee integrity and honesty of Shar- 
if Zeid, but did not have such 
sentiments towards ‘isome” of 
fee ministers. 

He also accused unidentified 
members of parliament of seek- 
ing power through ministerial 


Deputy Mtair Bnstanji 
(Karak), who addressed the 


House on behalf of fee six- 
member Independent Islamic 
Bloc, praised Jordan's democra- 
tisation process and indicated a 
“yes” vote. 

“Democracy means responsi- 
ble behaviour and a way of life,” 
he said. “Let us work together 
against anything feat will harm 
our homeland and values and to 
respect fee views of others ... 

The King's speech i.e. fee gov- 
ernment policy statement has 
made dear Jordan’s commitment 
to the principled stands of Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians towards 
solving the Palestinian problem 
and ‘Ve ask fee government to 
remain committed to these princi- 
ples," Mr. Bustanji said. 

He called for continued sup- 
port for upgrading the standards 
jof the Armed Forces and in- 
creased care for the needs of the 
members of fee forces. 

The deputy called on fee gov- 
ernment to intensify its efforts to 
address the economic problems 
and seek solutions to the unem- 
ployment problem through ex- 
panding development projects. 

Irhid Deputy Deeb Marji of 
fee Democratic Bloc described 
fee government policy statement 
as positive and said it included 
“essential elements in the inter- 
nal as well as external spheres.” 

Dr. Marji laid out a series of 
demands from the government, 
including solutions to unemploy- 
ment and evenly distributed de- 
velopment assistance to all areas 
of fee Kingdom. 

He also called for new policies 
to govern prices, bousing, soda! 
welfare, medical specialisations 
and care for the disabled, efforts 
to address fee problem of poverty 
—and administratives reforms. 

Satiro Zonbi of Irfcid, who res- 
igned from the government of 
Taher Masri in October citing 
opposition to the peace talks, said 
Jordan was facing a “challenge to 
its survival.” 

Mr. Zonbi, also of the Demo- 
cratic Bloc, said Jordan was duty- 
bound to accept the “choice of 
the people because of its geog- 
raphical location and its reali- 
ties.” 

He supported the govern- 
ment’s programme to make the 
1990s a decade of educational 
reform and called on the execu- 
tive authority to guide the affairs 
of private universities in the 
Kingdom. 

Spearheading calls for a dedi- 
cated Jordanian government 
effort to lift fee embargo on Iraq, 
imposed by the United Nations 
Security Council after the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
was Mohammad Abu Oleim 
(Mafraq), a member of fee 17- 
member Constitution Bloc whit* 
has four deputies in the Sharif 
Zeid cabinet. 

“We are distressed and in pain 
to witness Iraqi children, women 
and the elderly starve to death,” 
said Dr. Abu Oleim. “We call on 
onr government to pursue its 
efforts on the Arab, Islamic and 
regional as well as international 
scenes to end the sanctions 
against Iraq,” he said. 

Suleiman Arar (Maan), a for- 
mer minister and House speaker 
who now heads fee National Bloc 
erf 16 deputies which is also repre- 
sented in the Sharif Zeid govern- 
ment, said: “We denounce fee 
revengeful attitude which the Un- 
ited States has adopted against 
Iraq and covered in a United 
Nations disguise.” 


tions over the issue of meeting 
rooms, the talks became three 
days of marathon sessions for Mr. 
Majali on a sofa in the State 
Department with Mr. Rubinstein 
and Palestinian negotiator Haider 
Abdul Shafi — not easy for any 
66-year-old to take. 

“The place is not comfort- 
able,” he said, “but I am one of 
the people who thinks that these 
three days were not wasted. 1 
think it is a great step forward 
that people sat together in from 
of everybody, not with dosed 
doors. In fact, the idea of sitting 
on that couch is a million times 
better than sitting across from 
each other. Because then, you 
would be talking at each other 
and there is a lot of difference 
between talking at each other and 
with each other.” 

As for the delegates, who have 
been mingling in the corridor 
around the three negotiators 
drinking endless cups of coffee, 
the human interaction is valu- 
able, he said. “The first time they 
may not smile, but the second 
time they smile after they see 
somebody because you recognise 
them. That in itself, I believe, is a 
great step.” 

He said that “as a man of 
science” be cannot understand 
wbat he interpreted as a reversal 
of Mr. Rubinstein's agreement in 
Madrid to continue talks along 
two tracks dealing with Israeli- 
Palestinian and Israeli-Jordanian 
issues.” 

While he admitted that there 
was a great deal of overlap on the 
issues, be said the Jordanians and 
Palestinians would hash out 
issues of health, education, cur- 


“We demand that the govern- 
ment press on with the demand of 
lifting the embargo, which is a 
vengeful act against the Arab 
Nation and aims at serving the 
Zionist-American designs.” said 
Mr. Arar. 

Nader Thuheirat, National 
Bloc, underlined the need for 
increased cooperation and in- 
teraction between the govern- 
ment and parliament to imple- 
ment programmes designed to 
improve fee standard of living 
and urged solutions to unemploy- 
ment and soaring prices. 

Mr. Thuheirat, who represents 
the Jordan Valley, gave an added 
importance to fee agricultural 
sector m Jordan and called for an 
all-out government effort to assist 
this sector. 

Mr. Thuheirat urged increased 
support for the agricultural sector 
through establishing parallel mar- 
kets and offering interest-free' 
loans and improved seeds to far- 
mers as well as setting up plants 
to manufacture fertilisers and 
agriculture equipment. 

He said the government should 
also exert efforts to find new 
markets for Jordanian produce. 

In conclusion, Mr. Thuheirat 
said he was voting confidence in 
Sharif Zeid’s government since 
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rency and water between them- 
selves, a process that he said 
would also be a “headache." 

“I told him flatly, when he was 
pushing me to sit there and to be 
with them, I said look here, I 
have more difficulty discussing 
issues with the Palestinians than 
with you because there are more 
details there, especially in the 
future, feat will have an effect on 
us — if we really are talking of 
confederation.” 

He indicated, however, that in 
his view the time has come for fee 
U.S. to intervene and make a 
decision about the structure of 
the bilateral meetings, making 
the analogy to a marriage counse- 
lor working out issues between a 
couple who cannot agree. 

American mediation, after all, 
should be welcome for the 
Israelis since “we believe, and 
history proves it, that the Amer- 
icans are on your side all the time 

— or 99 per cent of the time.” 

The U.S. intervention is setting 
the venue of Washington for this 
round of bilateral talks was vital 
since the two sides could not 
reach agreement, he said. 

While Jordan does not rule out 
moving to the Middle East at 
some point during the negotia- 
tions, the time has not yet come 
to move to a Middle East venue 

— even if that location is a place 
like Cyprus, and not Israel and 
Jordan. 

“I feel they insist we go to that 
area, we will be under fee media 
spotlight and increased, pressure. 
If you are in Cyprus or in Egypt, 
everyone in the street becomes 
more interested, and if it goes, it 


his very appointment as prime 
minister was a sign of confidence 
from the King and noted that 
Sharif Zeid had served as interim 
prime minister for eight months 
in 1989, leading the country to its 
first genera] elections in 22 years. 

Nayef Abu Tayyeh (southern 
Bedouins) made a short speech 
endorsing fee government policy 
statement and casting his vote of 
confidence. 

Mohammad Fares Tarawneh 
(Karak). who like Mr. Zoubi 
resigned from fee Masri govern- 
ment in October citing fee same 
reasons, said any discussion of 
the government's economic prog- 
ramme would be a discussion of 
the draft budget for 1992 which 
was presented to the House last 
week. 

The draft budget, which in- 
corporates all the elements of the 
economic programme, is under 
review by the House Finance 
Committee. 

On the political front, Mr. 
Tarawneh described Jordan’s 
strength as derving from the 
“democractic path it has 
choosen.” 

Mr. Tarawneh said he under- 
stood the pressures that Jordan 
was under and the Kingdom’s 


goes to the media, fee rejection- 
ists on both sides and so on. 

Already people tell us if you go to 
a negotiation wife fee Israelis 
they will never ever give you 
anything — don't waste your 
time. And now they are being 
proven right because here we 
have been 10 days and got no- 
thing, not a sign. If we go there, it 
becomes worse.” 

But if there is concrete prog- 
ress in the talks and “the rejec- 
tionists lose their stand, then we 
could be in fee area.” 

Dr. Maj ali’s main complaint 
with Mr. Rubinstein and the 
Israelis in general was that they 
are too, “short sighted.” They 
should not look at points like 
venue or structure of the talks 
and instead look at what they can 
gain, be said. 

In his opinion, the vision of 
peace should motivate fee Israelis 
to compromise on procedural 
points. 

“These negotiations will end 
like what fee Egyptians had. 
These negotiations are to be 
finalised and crystallised wife the 
peace — proper peace — recogni- 
tion openness.” 

“When in fee long run, when 
you think of recognition of the 
Palestinians, solving this prob- 
lem, you are going to have the 
recognition of all of the Arab 
states, all the Third World, all the 
Muslim world, you are going to 
have the markets opened. And 
you know the capabilities of the 
Israelis here in the United States. 
Yes are a small minority, but you 
have a lot of influence. So... once 
fee door is open the influence is 
there. One has to look ahead.” 


approach to fee peace talks with 
Israel, but he could not support 
fee negotiations because of his • 
personal convictions. 

Observers expected Mr. 
Tarawneh to abstain in Monday’s 
voting, which will come after 
speeches by 10 more deputies and 
Sharif Zeid’s reply to fee House. 

— > 

Iraqi Kurds 

(Continued from page 1) 
which is under effective control of 
the front’s eight political parties, 
each backed by its own guerrilla 
army. 

Kurdish sources say that inter- 
national parliamentarians will be 
invited to observe the election. 

Autonomy for Kurdistan is ex- 
pected to be fee dominant issue. 

Mr. Barzani brought a draft 
autonomy agreement back from 
Baghdad in mid-August. Mr. 
Tafabani regularly attacks fee 
draft, saying it lacks guarantees 
for human and political rights and 
cedes too much Kurdish -claimed 
territory to Baghdad's control. 

Mr. Barzani acknowledges the 
proposed pact’s deficiencies, but 
spends much of his time trying to 
find common ground between 
Baghdad and the front. 


By Florence Duyse 

BAHRAIN, Which means “the 
two seas” is an archipelago of 33 
icinnrte . fee largest of which gives 
its name to fee state. The opening 
of the causeway which links 
Bahrain to Saudi Arabia in 1986 
Tw^anc feat Bahrain is no longer 
an island, in the true sense of the 
world. 

A great many things are chang- 
ing in these islands of the Arabian 
Gulf. Bahrain has enjoyed 
prosperity for thousands of years. 
It is this past that bolds the 
respect of the Bahrainis and, 
according to the Prime Minister. 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Salman A1 
Khalifa, well equips them to face 
the future wife full wisdom and 
enthusiasm. History has handed 
down its inheritance. The future 
holds many challenges in store. 

While Europe and North 
America were still firmly in the 
grip of fee Ice Age, the land, 
known today as Bahrain, was 
enjoying a temperate dimate 


somewhat similar to that of mod- 
ern Greece. At that time, sea 
level was about 100 metres below 
feat of today, and it is almost 
certain that Bahrain was once 
before connected to .the main- 
laud. and remained so until 
around 6000 B.C. 

The Epic of Gilgamesh, which 
is known to us through fragments 
of Sumerian script, describes Dil- 
mun — r Bahrain of today — as a 
kind of Elysium or paradise 
where eternal happiness reigned. 
(The likeness, in Alabaster, of 
the hero Gilgamesh can be seen 
in the Louvre Museum, Paris). 
There are also fee copper arti- 
facts, discovered in fee north of 
fee island, on the site of fee 
temple of Babar near the village 
bearing fee same name, and 
which have led archaeologists to 
believe feat, in these regions, 
there were intense trading activi- 
ties in copper from Oman and the 
Indus Valley. 

Several temples unearthed and 
excavated, fee discovery of fee 


biggest prehistoric burial ground 
in the world (at least 100,000 
burial mounds), old fortresses 
restored, numerous ancient civi- 
lisations, and countless mysteries. 
'Museums and exhibitions strive 
to cast some light on so many 
different forms of evidence from 
the past. The Bahrain National 
Museum was established in 1986. 

This complex, which consists of 
three buildings, contain four de- 
partments: ethnography, 
archaeology, natural history, and 
a documentation centre devoted 
to fee site of fee prehistoric burial 
ground. A number of rooms are 
devoted to the Heritage Centre in 
which the visitor can view recon- 
structed scenes depicting every- 
day life. This is a tribute to an . 
ancient culture which has re- 
tained a deep respect for both its 
craftsmanship and traditions, at 
fee same time, combining the • 
lessons and experience learned ; 
from them with the means and 
methods of fee modem world — 
Bahrain Today. 
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Sports 


RAC J prepares full agenda 


for 1992 auto sports season 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Auto sports enthu- 
siasts wfll have a fid agenda to 
prep ar e for as the Royal Auto- 
mobile Chib of Jordan (RACJ) 
has set the 1992 season schedule 
with nine events that wiO surely 
sail everyone’s taste. 

The 1992 season wfll begin on 
Feb. 7 with an antotest which wfll 
be followed by the National Rally 
on Feb. 21. 

The long awaited Jordan Inter- 
national Rally wffl take place on 
May 21-22 as part of the Middle 
East Rally Championship and in 
which the best drivers in the 
region wfll bopeftdly be taking 
part. 

The ffrst raOytomr of the season 
will be the Oki Fax Rallytour on 
June 26 followed by another anto- 
test on July 31. 

The popular Rumman Hill 
Climb wjfl take place on Ang 21. 

The third antotest is set for Oct. 
9 while the second National Rally 
of the year wfll be on Nov. 20. The 
season wffl be concluded with a 
rallytour set for Dec. 18. 

The organising m m n d t t«y at 
RACJ hope that aQ anto sports 
competitors wfll actively take part 
hi the scheduled events in order to 
achieve a successful and competi- 
tive season. 

“The quality of tike organised 
events -+ in terms of pin-point 
organisation and active participa- 
tion and the achievement of better 

results — is oar foremost aim,” 
the chief marshal of anto sports 
events at RACJ, Mr. Bashar 
Asfonr, told die Jordan Times. 

“The 1991 season was quite 
good. We have some excellent 
drivers but the problem they face 
is the absence of sponsors. This is 
why a great number of competi- 
tors took part in the raOytonrs as 
there’s not much expense involved 
and no set specifications for the 
participating cars,” said Mr. 
Asfonr. Adding that “if drivers 
fake part in aD the events, their 
continued participation and re- 



A scene from the 1983 Jordan International Rally (file- photo) 


salts would hopefully draw 
enough sponsorship to farther en- 
hance anto sports in Jordan.” 

The 1990-91 anto sports season 
is now over with Naser Bustami 
topping the st andin g s in the Driv- 
ers Open Ctmmpkmship of Jor- 
dan with a lead of 176J5 points. 
He is closely followed by Gtaaith 
Bflbeisi with 164 points in second 
place, while Ma’roof Aba Samra 
B n idwH thir d with 152 points. 

Ahmad Komok, who won this 
year’s final antotest, captured the 
Auto tests Open Championship 
first place with 57 points. 

Drivers Open runner up Bfl- 
beisi came in second with 52 
points and Sinan Saadi foBowat 
closely with 51 points in third 

pho 

The 1991 season witnessed only 
five events as It commenced with 
the Old Fax raDytour on May 31 
in which Suheil Marar and 
George Haddad won first place. 
Aiqjad Farrah and Mazen Dqjani 

ramf in wnnH, while Hmw S|mifi 


and S. A1 RhnHh thir d. 

The Batadna rafiytonr was on 
Ang. 30 in which Sinan Sand! and 
Khaled Aba Gtazakh won first 
place followed by Wa*d Afado and 
Tareq Mnghrabi in second place 
«»d fsa p«idii wad Lailb Bisharat 
finished third. 

Ma’rouf Abu Samra won the 
Asfonrco Antotest on Sept. 20 
followed by Bashar Bustami in 
second place and Yana! Komok in 
third place. Ahmad Komok won 
the second antotest on Oct. 25, 
followed by Ma’rouf Abu Samra 
hi second place and Gtafth Bfl- 
bdsi in third place. 

The Aqua-pure Rallytour on 
Nov. 29 was the last event of the 
season affecting the overall stand- 
ings in the Drivers Open Cham- 
pionship. Sinan Saudi and Khaled 
Aba Gbazaleh in a Toyota Hi Lax 
won the raOytoar followed by 
Wa’el Abdo and Tareq Mughrabi 
m an Opel Kadett in second place, 
while Ghaith Bflbeisi and Amntar 
TafbooHi in a Toyota CoroBa 


fmidipH third. Rnba Darwisfa and 
Sbaden Shmmaq in an Opel Ome- 
ga won the ladies c a tegory. 

“A positive attribute about 
1992 is that it wfll include all the 
events competitors have been 
waiting for. (The 1990-91 season 
was disrupted fallowing the Golf 
war and events in the region). 
Everyone is anticipating a year 
fall of competition, which is very 
encouraging” said Mr. Asfonr. 

The 1992 Afiddle East Cham- 
pionship schedule has also been 
set with the following raffles: 

The Qatar Rally on Feb. 13-14; 
the Lebanon Rallies an Jaoe 19-20 
and later on Oct. 10-11; the Oman 
Rally on OcL 29-30; and the 
Dotal Rally on Dec. 3-4 m addi- 
tion to the aforementioned Jordan 
International Rally. 

According to Mr. Asfonr, the 
United Arab Emirates wifl orga- 
nise the Desert Challenge Rally on 
April 22-24 and the Cyprus Inter- 
national Rally wifl be held on 
Sept. 24-27. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


AC Milan stretches lead 


ROME (R) — Unbeaten AC Milan extended their lead at the top 
of the I talian League to two points Sunday with a 1-1 draw at 
Lazio while second-placed Juventus lost 1-0 at champions 
Sampdoria. German striker Karlheinz Riedle gave Lazio the lead 
in the 52nd minute but prolific Dutchman Marco van Hasten put 
Milan back on level terms just three minutes later. A headed goal 
by Sampdoria’s Yugoslav midfielder Srecko Katanec condemned 
Juventus to only their second league defeat of the season. 
Third-placed Napoli had to settle for a 3-3 draw at home to Foggia 
after conceding two late goals. They remain four points be hind 
Milan. The Italian League programme now takes a three-week 
break with Bari still without a league win after 14 games. They 
(hew 0-0 at home to Atalanta Sunday and to add to their woes' 
defender Giovanni Loseto was sent off early in the second half. 


Marseille crushes Rennes 5-1 


.PARIS (R) — A hat trick by ace marksman Jean-Pi erre Papin 
helped league leaders Marseille to a comfortable 5-1 home victory 
against struggling Rennes in the French League Saturday. Papin 
now tops the table of scorers with 16 goals, followed by Liberian 
striker George Weah, who scored his 14th to help Monaco clinch 
a 3-1 victory against Cannes. The dub of the principality stay 
second three points behind the French champions, who have a 
game in hand. Marseille, who bad been relatively unimpressive in 
their last few matches, delighted their home fans, with interna- 
tional midfielders Franck Sauzee and Jean-Phflippe Durand 
scoring a goal each. Unfashionable Caen, who fell 5-1 at Auxerre, 
and Paris St. Germain, who drew 1-1 at Le Havre, share third 
place two points behind Monaco. Nimes, without international 
striker Eric Cantona, who said Thursday he was ending his 
professional career after being suspended for two months by the 
French League's disciplinary commission, managed the only 
goalless draw of the night at Lens. 


PSV consolidates lead in Dutch League 


AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV Eindhoven did just enough to beat 
Jowly Fortuna Sittard 1-0 Saturday night to consolidate their slim 
lead in the Dutch first division. But the PSV team's depletion 
through injuries was only too well reflected in lame play which 
underlined the urgent need to get their star Brazilian international 
striker ftomario off the sick list to put some spark bade into their 
attack. It took 37 minutes of uneventful play before Willem Kieft 
was able to find the solitary goal. PSV now move clear at the top 
of the league with 30 points from 18 games. But Feyenoord 
follows just two points behind after the same number of games 
and will have a chance to dose the gap Sunday when they host 
mid-ranking local rivals Sparta Rotterdam. 


Abdul Jabbar mulls comeback 


Tomba skies to 4th world cup victory 


ALTA BADIA, Italy (AP) — 
Alberto Tomba beat a powerful 
Swiss coalition and skied to his 
fourth World Cup victory of this 
season in a men's slalom Sunday, 
before an excited crowd of 30,000 
in this Italian Dolomite valley. 

The 24-year-old Italian. • nick- 
named La bomba (the bomb) for 
his powerful and aggressive style, 
docked the fastest time in both 
heats for a winning aggregate of 
two minutes, 22.73 seconds down 
the Gran Risa track. 

Sunday's victory, Tomba’s 23rd 
in the World Cup. propelled the 


Italian skier atop the overall cup 
standings with 560 points. 

Swiss Paul Accola, who 
finished third Sunday behind 
teammate Steve Locher, fell to 
second place with 530 points. 

Locher was second to Tomba 
in both runs and- ended 0.37 
seconds behind the Italian. 

Accola, who had beat Mr. 
Tomba twice in the initial World 
Cup races in the United States 
last month , lagged 1.01 seconds 
behind. 

Two other Swiss skiers. Hans 
Pieren and Michael Von 


Spurs put brake on Leeds 


LONDON (R) — Leeds United 
uudged two points dear at the top 
of tile weather-ravaged English 
Soccer League Saturday after 
only drawing 1-1 at home to 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

While many dubs had to post- 
pone their matches due to freez- 
ing pitches and fog, Leeds had a 
golden opportunity to move dear 
of rivals Manchester United. 

But Spurs, 2-0 winners at El- 
land Road last season and one of 
only 10 first division clubs in 
action Saturday, took an early 
lead and again proved hard to 
beat away from home. 

Manchester United, who have 
two games in hand, could regain 
the lead at Chelsea, weather per- 


mitting. 

UEFA Cup quarterfinal] sts 
Liverpool again frustrated Brian 
Clough's Nottingham Forest with 
a 2-0 home win. 


Forest have not won a league 
match at Anfield since Clough 
brought -them back into the top 
divirion in 1977. 

In Scotland, champions Ran- 
gers won 3-1 at Falkirk, but 
Hearts stayed top after beating 
Motherwell by the same score. 


Gruenigen, placed fourth and 
fifth respectively with gaps of 
1.15 and 1.59 seconds. 

Jeremy Nobis, of Park City, 
Utah, fell and withdrew in the 
second run after docking the 
sixth fastest time in the first" fieat. 
: ;:Tom3ba:hit a gate in tbe'ii^per 
part of the second rurrandskiod 
down with a gate flag around-hiff 
neck. 

“Something upredictable al- 
ways happens to me. Luckily I 
manage to win anyway," he said, 
as hundreds of his fans mobbed 
police to reach him at the finish 
line. 

Tomba, a specialist between 
the gates and a double Olympic 
champion in Calgary in 1988. 
nearly lost his pole during the 
second heat of the Sestriere sla- 
lom last Tuesday, but won that 
race. 

The Swiss were his toughest 
rivals Sunday and four of them 
placed behind him. 


It was Tomba 's third victory in 
this north Italian valley neigh- 
bouring Austria. He had won two 
giant slaloms here in 1987 and last 
year. 

Tomba goes after a fifth win of 
the season in nearby Madonna Di 
Campigiio, ! where; a slalom is 
scheduled Tuesday. • * 

Another Italian skier, -Josef 
Polig, beat Austrian rainer Salz- 
berger for sixth place. 

Defending World Cup cham- 
pion Marc Girardelli of Luxem- 
bourg, fifth after the first heat, 
made a streak of errors in the 
second run and finished 19th, 
3.23 seconds slower than Tomba. 

Swiss giant slalom specialists. 
Urs Kaelin tore his left knee 
ligaments in a spill while warming 
up for the first run and was 
hospitalised in Bolzano. 

Team officials said Kaelin will 
be sidelined for several weeks, 
thus missing the Olympic Games 
in Albertville m February. . 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Former Los Angeles Lakers centre 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar is thinking about coming out of retirement 
to dramatise former Magic Johnson’s fight against AIDS, with the 
implication that any salary would go to HIV research. "It's 
something that crossed my mind.” Abdul! Jabbar said in a 
television interview with CBS. "When I beard the news about 
Earvin's HTV positive testing, it really affected me and I wanted 
to do something to help my friend. And the thing I do best is play 
basketball. And it is the first tiring that came into my mind. "It's 
been really hard trying to figure out exactly bow to contribute to 
the efforts to deal this problem. And I always felt that I should do, 
what I do best, which is play basketball." Abdul Jabbar, 44, the 
National Basketball Association's (NBA) all-time leading scorer 
and shot-blocker, retired from the Los Angeles Lakers after the 
1969*90 season. 


Olympic flame feted in Paris 


PARIS (AP) — Ten thousand people dressed in white and 
carrying torches, banners andilfanrinated m^l<to'marcfaed.aptite - 
Champs Eiysees Saturday to mark the arrival of the “Winter' 
Olympic flame to this country. Following the torch up the broad 
avenue, the marchers represented snow, the colours of the French 
flag and Olympic rings, and the savoy region in the French Alps 
where February’s games will be held. Some 200,000 spectators 
shivered in the cold, rarely applauding, as they watched the flame 
lead the procession up Paris' most famous boulevard. Mournful, 
avant-garde music by composer Nicolas Frize poured from 
speakers as the marchers strode past, some clanging cowbells and 
others calling out, “we’re cold" 


Galloway retains WBO title 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Manning Galloway of the United States 
retained his World Boxing Organisation (WBO) welterweight 
title with a split points decision over Nika Khumalo of South 
Africa. Two of the three judges had the American ahead on 
points after the 12-round fight. Khumalo scored the only 
knockdown in the eighth round. 


Seventeen league games were 
postponed. Champions Arsenal, 
despite under-soil heating, had to 
postpone their match against 
Norwich shortly before the kick- 
off due to the fog. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

mmi Trttura MaM Screes tnc 


TAKE THE BACK ROAD 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 

7 J 10 9 6 5 
;■ K J 9 8 

* A 9 4 

WEST EAST 

4 10 4 4AJ9872 

7 K 8 7 3 7 A Q 

v 10 7 5 ?■ Q 6 3 

4 J 8 7 5 4 Q 3 

SOUTH 
4 K 6 5 3 
7 4 2 
■: A 4 2 
4 K 10 6 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass 1 4 Pass Pass 

Dbl 2 4 Pass Pass 

Dbl Pass 3 4 Pass 


dubs. 

Prospects for the 4-3 fit didnt 
look promising when West attacked 
with the ten of spade& East won the 
ace and cashed the ace and queen of 
hearts. West echoing to show en- 
couragement. Declarer, Art Crystal 
of Norwalk, Conn., needed no more 
information to come up with the 
only line that offered a chance for 
the contract. 

East reverted to a spade at trick 
four, ruffed in dummy to make sure 
of scoring the low trump, while 
keeping control of the suit West 
was marked with the king of hearts 
and probably one club honor, yet 
had not responded to the opening 
bid. Therefore, West could not hold 
the queen of diamonds as welL So 
declarer led the jack of diamonds 
from the table for a backward 
finesse! 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 16, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: day by making appointments with 

Obtaining the advise you need those you like. 

rom a higher-up won't be as diffi- ijbr A: (September 23 to October 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Obtaining the advise you need 
from a higher-up won't be as diffi- 
cult as yon assume it is going to be 
this afternoon and evening, espe- 
cially through a chance meeting 
that occurs. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are able to go diredy to the 
most influential person with whom 
yon have any contact whatever and 
get him to help you make your 
daily existence more satisfactory. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make sure you listen to what that 
new anqmmtaacc has to say who 
has had more experience in lines of 
endeavours that appeal very much 
to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Organise those obligations and re- 
sponsibilities whether of a personal 
or business nature so they are 
h»ndiad in a more even and suit- 
able fashion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't be so timid and 
sensitive but talk out that situation 
existing between you and another 
so that you can have more accord. 

LEO: (July 22 to August ,21) You 
have many tasks to do but first you 
would be wise to make your sur- 
roundings more attractive so that 
you can operate there with more 
pleasure. 

YERGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can have some happy 
moments today but especi a lly if 
you prepare for them early in the 


22) Look at how conditions are 
trending at your residence aoi 
show you do value the good win of 
those family members who mean 
so much to you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You now are able to see 
and enjoy the many personal.aod 
usual contacts with whom yoa have 

any.sort of desire to see more and 
yon can get out conespoodance. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to ' 
December 21) Whatever - brings 
you increased income is very good 
for you now so make a point to 
show you are tbe one' who is 
practical minded and financial 


CAPRICORN: (December 72 to 
January 20) Your interest in gain, 
log more personal good trill frost 
social contacts is One now so con- 
tact those you like and let them see 
you are devoted to them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your goal now is to prepare 
yourself for the future which is 
excellent but make sure you do 
show others you are the one who is. 
wflhag to take advice from experts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your need for more social 
contact is now important so join in 
any group activities where there 
are similar interests to your own 
you may have. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



bought some motivation tapes 
but I just can’t get motivated 
to use them.” 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. - 



Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RURAL EJECT DETACH POSTAL 


Answer What the fusspot found tt "easy" being — 
"HARD" TO PLEASE 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Santrey 



ACROSS 
1 Chopper blade 
6 Bivouac 

10 Needle 

14 Springe 

15 Baltic feeder 

16 Winged 

17 Bedside 
favorites 

18 Thick growth of 
hak 

19 Gaaless vehicle 

20 Joel Harris 
character . 

22 Jacques — 
Cousteau 

23 Negative 

24 Cartographer's 
addition 

26 Pure 

30 Spokes 

32 Helen's 
abductor 

33 Like father 

36 War god 

37 Sp. houses 

38 Helen's 
hometown 

40 Army supples 

42 Halt 

43 Antelope 

44 Dessert dish 



Ci WTnfaa y MeOa swmcm. he. 
41 RigMs Hoaanaa 


44 Dessert efish 

45 Belfast's exutty 

48 Town- 

49 A Webster 

50 US artist 
57 Fair 

68 Notion 

59 Uncanny 

60 Within: prof. 

61 Proximate 

62 Felony 

63 Hollow stem 
84 Jubilant Him 
65 Caruso Bg 


8 What’s for 
dinner 

9 Takes charge 

10 Help at home 

11 Brisk 

12 Garden worker 

13 Fr. dty 
21 Caviar 

25 Author Anaia 
28 Apr. consultant 

27 Damage 

28 Geometer's 

Anting 

29 Carmelites e.g. 

30 Scratched out 

31 Russ, sea 

33 Hurt 

34 Hassan or 
Hussein 

35 Go down to 

defeat 
37 Studying 
hard 


Yesterday's Paofo Satocfc 


rarann nnnn nrnnnn 
anew nnnira narcni? 
nnon nmnn snrcnn 
anna cin^n onnnn 
nnona annnQn ^ 
raninn nnn unnE 
nun nnnnnn rinnfj 

QRnn) nnnnna nnr 
□nun nan nom ^ 

nnana mnran Rr.njjj 
nnnnn nnren nntiR 
naniBB annni nnng 
nnnr 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan, Times; 
in co-opttrxtion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


. Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 9-December 13, 1991) 

AMMAN — The U.S. currency fluctuated within narrow margins 
during the previous week, as news of the Soviet developments and EC 
summit dominated trading activity. It thus ended the week marginally 
higher against the pound and yen, but an average of 137 per cent higher 
against other European currencies. 

The dollar recovered slightly Monday on short covering, particularly 
m view of market concerns over the likely consequences of the break-up 
of die Soviet Union. Traders were also watchful for the EC summit in 
Maastricht. The dollar thus closed at what proved to be its lowest levels 
(bribe week against major currencies at l .571 5 marks and 128.28 yen. 

- Tuesday took - the U.S. unit even higher due to continued 
appreheuaoa about the situation in the USSR. Conflicting rumours and 
reports about the likelihood of President Gorbachev's resignation 
fuelled short term dem a nd for the dollar. The dollar ended at its highest 
against the pound sterling at 1.8060 dollars to (he poood, which 
appreciated substantially at the end of the week. 

*' Wednesday, on the other hand, witnessed a dollar retreat, encour- 
aged by. the perceived lessening in tension in the USSR, and failure to 
push the dollar to breach resistance at 13960 marks. The German 
currency witnessed renewed appreciation against the yen to reach 81.94 
yea as the Japanese unit suffered from the continued decline in Tokyo 
' stock prices and speculation of a near terra decrease in interest rates. 
The successful conclusion of the EC summit, namely towards moving 
doser towards complete monetary union in 1999. lessened fears of a 
German interest rate hike under the umbrella of a realignment of ERM 
exchange rates. But some analysts, nevertheless, maintained that the 
Bundesbank will avoid raising interest races as long as the dollar remains 
below 1.60 marks, but may have to raise them if the mark retreats. 

Favourable U.S. economic data boosted the dollar against European 
currencies Thursday. The mark's retreat to 81 .64 yen limited the dollar's 
pins against the Ja p anese currency, however. 

Trading activity centered on the pound sterling Friday. The pound 
rose sharply against all major currencies after comments from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that the pound's fluctuation bands within 
the ERM will eventually be reduced from six per cent to 2.25 per cent, 
while keeping its present central value of 2.95 marks. The Chancellor's 
comments alleviated previous expectations of a devaluation in the 
pound, which rose shaipfy to reach 2 8772 marks and 1.8210 dollars, as 
traders hurried to cover short positions against the mark and the dollar. 
Same analysts, however remained skeptical, maintaining the motive 
behind the Chancellor's remarks , was to boost the pound in order to 
justify an interest rate cut before elections next July. They, nevertheless, 
agreed that the comments were in line with the ECs commitment to 
avoid a realignment. They added that the Bank of France's reported 
tnterveniion in the- U.S. market, in which it sold marks for the French 
-francs, was a further demonstration of this commitment, when taking 
into consideration that central banks seldom intervene directly outside 
their borne market. 

In the U-S-, November’s Consumer Price Index showed a marginal 
rise, thus fuelling expectations of another Fed disco ant rate cut. 
Nevertheless, the dollar remained supported against Ihe other European 
currencies, ending the week at its highest dosing levels fork (he week 
against all but the pound. Observers attributed its temporary resilience, 
despite the bearish sentiment towards it, to a combination of factors; 
namely, the lack of new substantive economic information, the political 
upheavals in the Soviet republics, and the fact that most traders already 
have short dollar positions outstanding. 

As for this week, while some observers are watchful for a German 
interest rate rise and/or a Fed interest rate cut, expectations are for a 
dollar trading range of 1.55-1.61 marks. 


New York dosing Ratos for Major Currencies Against the 
UJ5. Dollar ■ 


Currency 


Percent 

Change 



French Franc 

5.3575 

5.4300 

Japanese Yen 


90 

129.06 


U.52J % 


1 r .34) % 


10.09) 


USD Pw STR 


Euro-Currency Interest Rates' 


Currency 

6/12/1991 

13/12/1991 

I'Moalfal**! 

l-1wr i%» 

1 -Month )■'.) 

t-Yrar i%» 

U.S. Dollar 

4.S1 

4.62 

4.66 

4.56 

Sterling Pound 


10.56 

10.56 

10.31 


Deutsche Mark 9.43 9.31 | 9.5/ 9.37 

* 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 15/12/1991 



Currency 


U.S. 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Ufa* 


Belgian Franc 



7-2337 


0.4274 


0.4S39 


0. 1201 


0.5266 


.3791 


0.1177 


0.0566 


.02076 


Offer 


.6220 


1.2393 ' 


0.4295 


0.4663 


0.5292 


.3610 


0.1163 


r Cmema 


Tel: 677420 



Dolph Lundgren 

DARK ANGEL 

Shows: 330, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


Shows: 330, 6:75. 8:30, 


/r 1 Tel: b^5fl\ 

Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre 

Hiret Abu Awwad Family will resume Hs performances of 

ZAMAN AL SHAMLABEH 
“SOMERSALT TIME” 

on Thursday Jan. 2, 1992 
Advance reservation needed 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Major industrial 
states explore ways 
to aid weak world, 
Soviet economies 


NEW YORK (R) — Deputy 
finance ministers from major in- 
dustrial nations explored ways 
Saturday to promote economic 
reforms in the fast-disintegrating 
Soviet Union and faster, more 
sustainable growth in the global 
economy. 

“We reviewed the world eco- 
nomy and the Soviet situation,’' 
U.S. Treasury Undersecretary 
David Mulford told reporters af- 
ter a one-day meeting behind 
closed doors. 

Canadian Deputy Finance 
Minister David Dodge said that 
both the Soviet and global econo- 
mies looked worse than had been 
expected just a few months ago. 

“Ail our economies are under- 
performing,'' he said. 

Mr. Mulford said that the 
Group of Seven (G-7) nations — 
Britain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and the Un- 
ited States — were all concerned 
about recent slow global growth. 

Exports have been one of the 
few bright spots for the U.S. 
economy over recent months but 
they could be threatened by slow- 
er growth overseas. 

The United States has being 
pressing its G-7 allies to do more 
to promote faster global growth, 
particularly through lower in- 
terest rates. Most have complied, 
although Germany has kept its 
rates high to contain inflation. 

Faced with sagging popularity 
in the opinion polls and an elec- 
tion in November, President 
George Bush has promised to 
produce an “action plan" next 
month to get the stalled U.S 
economy moving. But some of 
America's allies are worried that 
this might boost the already 
burgeoning U.S. budget deficit. 

“Any major action beyond 
cosmetics on fiscal policy is not a 
good idea," said one G-7 source 
who declined to be named. 

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) representatives told the 
G-7 deputy finance ministers that 
growth in the industrial world 


U.S. airlines may 
lose $2b this year 

.... ... o' t rw 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An air-- 
line industry spokesman has pre- 
dicted that U.S. airline losses will 
approach S2 billion this year, and 
he called for tax relief for the 
business. 

The war in the Gulf “dried up 
our traffic and the recession's 
kept it down," Robert Aaronson, 
president of the Air Transport 
Association (AT A) of America, 
told a news conference. “The 
airline industry is in serious finan- 
cial crisis." 

Congress should cut ticket 
taxes and reduce taxes on air- 
lines. he said. The current pas- 
senger ticket tax is 10 per cent, 
white the cargo tax is 6.25 per 
cent. 

The industry is publicising its 
campaign with announcements 


FREE PUPPY 

Lovely 4-6 week old 
puppy, local breed, 
brown & white colour. 
Great Christmas gift. 
Free to good home. 
Call 641559 be- 
tween 8 a.m.- 9:30 
a.m. and after 6:00 
p.m. 


Cinema 


that airlines and travel agents are 
enclosing in ticket jackets. They 
say: "the price of this ticket in- 
cludes taxes and fees which are 
imposed on air transportation by 
government authorities." 

Passenger traffic will be an esti- 
mated 450 million in 1991, a 3.5 
per cent decline from last year, 
Mr. Aaronson said. There have 
been 50,000 industry layoffs and a 
drop in air freight traffic, he 
added. 

Pan Am, Eastern and Midway 
went out of business this year. 
Last year's losses in the industry 
were a record $3.9 billion. 

The two years of red ink have 
wiped out all the profits the in- 
dustry has earned since scheduled 
airline service began in 1925, the 
ATA reported. 








Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


NEW KIDS 

Shows: 3:30. 630, 830 p.m. 


Show: 3:30. fc.Hi. OJ p.m. 


World Bank wants more debt 
cuts for sub-Saharan Africa 


next year now looks to be some- 
what slower than the 2 -¥* percent 
pace the IMF predicted just a few 
months ago. 

Much of that is due to the 
sluggish performance of the U.S. 
economy, which may grow only 
about 2 -V 4 per cent in 1992 in- 
stead of the three per cent ex- 
pected previously. 

However, Mr. Mulford also 
noted that growth in Japan and 
Germany is slowing. The French 
economy is fiat while that of 
Britain is still contracting, he 
added. 

“We can still expect a recovery 
of growth in the industrial world 
in 1992, but it could be somewhat 
less than expected," IMF Manag- 
ing Director Michel Camdessus 
said at the end of last month. 

Mr. Dodge said the Soviet eco- 
nomy has also deteriorated more 
rapidly than was expected just a 
months ago. 

Washington has called for an 
international conference next 
month to coordinate aid to the 
Soviet Union amid mounting con- 
cern that food shortages and eco- 
nomic chaos there could prompt a 
military coup. 

Mr. Dodge complained that 
Europe and Japan have been 
slow to ship food to the Soviet 
Union and have failed to keep 
pace with the performance of 
Canada and the United States. 

“From the Canadian perspec- 
tive, and I'm sure that will be 
echoed by the Americans, we’ve 
heard a lot of talk but very little 
action (from Europe and 
Japan) ," he said. 

The United States also wants to 
make sure that the IMF does 
everything it can to promote eco- 
nomic reforms in the fast- 
disintegrating Soviet Union. One 
G-7 source said that Washington 
wants the Soviet Union to with- 
draw its application for mem- 
bership in the fund so that it 
would be easier for the in- 
creasingly individual republics to 
join. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank is looking to govern- 
ments of well-off countries to 
relieve the debt burden of sub- 
Saharan Africa, but will not re- 
duce the $25 billion the countries 
owe the bank itself. 

The bank estimates chat major 
lending countries have forgiven 
billion in debt owed by sub- 
Saharan countries over the past 
four years. The total debt of these 
countries totals about SI 76 bil- 
lion. 

Even though debtors' interest 
payments have been reduced by 
about S900 million a year, the 
unpaid interest they owe is still 
piling up at an annual rate of 
nearly S10 billion, according to 
the latest World Bank figures on 
international debt made public 
Sunday. 

The bank's report said that if 
creditor nations adopted recent 
proposals to reduce debts, it “will 
make a major contribution to 
restoring external viability in 
many low-income African coun- 
tries." 

“In a few extreme cases, even 
more generous treatment may be 
required,” it said. 

Asked in an interview if the 
bank would write off some of its 
African loans, spokesman Peter 
Riddleberger said, “you'd never 
get a financial officer to recom- 
mend it. Our first concern is to 
protect our bondholders." 

The bank is owned by 155 
countries, including the debtor 


countries. But most of the money 
it lends comes from the sale of 
bonds alt over the world. Their 
price could decline sharply — and 
so would the bank's ability to 
lend — if it reduced debts owed 
to it. 

Ishrat Husain, the bank’s chief 
economist for Africa, estimated 
that a proposal by British Prime 
Minister John Major could wipe 
out another $46 billion worth of 
debt for sub-Saharan nations. 

Mr. Husain estimated the aver- 
age rate of interest at five per 
cent on that debt, resulting in 
another $23 trillion m savings for 
the debtor nations. 

“A breakthrough is needed,” 
Mr. Husain told a news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Major made bis debt relief 
proposal for Africa's poorest 
countries over a year ago, when 
he was chancellor of the exche- 
quer. Mr. Husain said the credi- 
tor governments have been dis- 
cussing Mr. Major’s proposal, but 
have come to no decision. 

South Africa would not be a 
beneficiary, since the World 
Bank estimates its citizens aver- 
age annual income at $2,470 a 
year, too high to qualify for debt 
relief. 

Mr. Husain said something 
should be done to help other 
countries which are much poorer, 
but have not received much debt 
relief. 

He cited Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous country, whose 100 mil- 


lion people earned an average of 
$250 a year in 1989, according to 
the bank’s latest figures. He sug- 
gested that help also should go to 
the Ivory Coast, Congo and 
Cameroon, where the average 
per capita income is $1,000 or 
less. 

The U.N. Economic Commis- 
sion for Africa (ECA) says the 
continent's economy may be on 
its way to a gradual recovery. 

Issa Yassin Diallo, the ECA 
secretary general, predicted the 
growth of Africa's gross domestic 
product next year will remain 
steady at three per cent, same as 
this year. 

“The region may well have 
entered into a phase of gradual 
recovery," Mr. Diallo said. 

He attributed the favourable 
prospect to economic reforms by 
various governments and “a more 
solid partnership between Africa 
and its main development part- 
ners.” 

However, Mr. Diallo said eco- 
nomic reforms that might reduce 
income, increase unemployment 
and cut social services “will con- 
tinue to raise considerable obsta- 
cles." 

African leaders have repeated- 
ly criticised reforms, especially 
those sponsored by the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), saying 
they created hardships for the 
continent's poor. 

Mr. Diallo said it was en- 


couraging the two lending institu- 
tions were now “giving priority to 
the dual objective of economic 
growth with the poverty reduc- 
tion, particularly through the 
creation of income generating 
employment for the disadvan- 
tages.” 

Mr. Diallo made the comments 
in a meeting with foreign envoys 
and heads of United Nations 
agencies in Addis Ababa Thurs- 
day, but the report was not made 
public until Saturday. 

He said agriculture was ex- 
pected to benefit most from re- 
forms. Growth in other sectors, 
however, would be slower. 

Mr. Diallo said the shift of 
emphasis by the World Bank antf 
IMF could make its easier for 
African nations to liberalise theif 
economies, but the liberalisation 
should be gradual. 

African countries shunning 
political reforms will find it diffi- 
cult getting foreign aid, Mr. Di- 
allo warned, because donors want 
democratisation. 

He urged “a new and bolder 
approach" in the search for ways 
of solving the continent's massive 
foreign debt. 

The total foreign debt owed by 
the sub-Sahara nations alone is 
about $176 billion. Mr. Diallo 
said the aim should no: be “the 
unrealistic elimination of debt" 
but to enable the continent to 
regain economic nomentum lost 
“when the debt crisis arose more 
than a decade ago." 


Total Third World and eastern 
European debt drops slightly 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Soviet Union is only “moderate- 
ly” indebted, according to the 
World Bank, although estimates 
of its foreign debt range as high as 
$100 billion. 

The World. Bank puts the 
Soviet debt at $57 billion to $71 
billion in hard currency. 

That figure does not indude a 
few billion dollars in unpaid in- 
terest; Soviet debts in the soft, 
non-convertible currencies of 
eastern European and Third 
World countries, and money that 
Soviet -republics and enterprises 
may have borrowed and not re- 
ported, according to World Bank 
officials. 

The World Bank’s figures are 


contained in its two-volume 
“World Debt Tables, 1991-2,’’ 
made public Sunday. 

The World Bank put total 
Third World and eastern Euro- 
pean debt at the end of 1991 at 
$1,351 trillion, a slight drop from 
the $1,355 trillion in 1990. 

The Soviet debt burden is not 
so heavy when its resources and 
foreign earnings are compared 
with those of other countries, said 
Lawrence Summers, a World 
Bank vice president and its chief 
economist. 

• .“Soviet debt is equivalent to 
the country’s earnings in just two 
weeks," Mr. Summers told a 
news conference last week in 
advance of the release of foe 
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SK9FL9ERS CARGO 

ToL 681951 

P.O.Box 2883 Amman-Jordan 
Fax 962-5-681952 


Tel: 634144 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

3 bedrooms, guest room, dining room, sitting room, 

2 bathrooms, 2 balconies, central heating, telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel: 673470 


FOR RENT 

Modem Furnished Apartment 

Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath. 
.Central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel. 667862-642351 


TENDER NO. 1/92 

Ministry of Supply announces for a tender of foil cream 
milk powder. Quantity of 350,000 cartons. 

All who interested to participate in this tender should apply 
to Ministry of Supply to obtain tender conditions from the 
specialised department against non-refundable JD 25. 
Closing date for accepting offers is 12:00 noon Tuesday 
18/2/1992. 

Ministry of Supply 



fa, tha programme pieces by : Vila Labes, 
JUbaofac and other*. 

Thursday, Pscsmbsr 19, 1901 at 9s00 Pjn. 

Tbs Royal Cultural Centra - Mala Theatre 

Tickets, far JD 4 each, err etxdlabl* ml -■ 

• Tha Royal Cultural Centra, TM.S69H2S 

• Bafatehe. Tai . 661322 

• Tho AnaHen Cultural Center, Tel . 641520 

• Tha National UmSo Conservatory, Tal. 887820 


annual report. 

In some heavily indebted coun- 
tries, the debt is equivalent to a 
year’s total earnings or more, 
according to bank figures. 

According to bank figures, 
more than two years' earnings by 
foe entire population of the Con- 
go and foe Ivory Coast would be 
needed to pay back their coun- 


tries, debts, even if they spent no 
money on anything else. In Syria, 
Nigeria, Ecuador and Bolivia, it 
would take more than a year's 
work. 

Brazil is the world's biggesr 
debtor. It owed more than $116 
billion at the end of 1990 — over 
three months’ earnings, accord- 
ing to bank figures. 





To make your greetings 
• pleasant, Joyfiil and 

■ .1 unforgettable. 

• ‘--A := 

Send It with a FIOWER 


Interflower International Flower shop 
IntercontJnantal Hotel Shopping Area 


Tel. 619260 Tlx 22046 fzfcc. Fax 819634 Amman 
Open dally 8 Want __ 800pm. 



POSITION VACANT 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


An International Company has a vacancy for- an 
Executive Secretary with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

- Minimum experience 5 to 10 years. 

- Excellent command of English language 

- Short Hand and Filing. 

- Good in liason and follow up. 

Full C.V.’s to be addressed to General Manager 
P.O.Box: 926976 Amman - Jordan 
All applications wpl be treated in strict confidence. 
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The New year Antique public auction sale, the first of its kind 
win be held In the 

Jordan Intercontinantal Hotel / Amman 
on Friday 24th January, 1992 


Items for sale will include Antique furnitures 
Porclain, Glass , Old silver , Jewellery 
Paintings, Manuscripts 
Antique rugs & kilims 


This unique auction is under the inliative ol 

The Islamic And Arabic 
Heritage House 

with the participation and management ol the well-known 
Iraqi expert & antlqaire 

Dr. Tal lb Baghdadi 

All those who wish to have their antiques included in this 
auction are kindly requesed to contact : 

THE ISLAMIC & ARABIC HERITAGE HOUSE / Jabel El Quebdeh 
Haouze circle Tel. 612610 during the period Dec 17,1991 to 
Jan 15. 1992 tor evaluation in accordance with the rules 
and concSllons ot sale. 
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Gorbachev criticises Baker’s 
remarks , sees role in transition 


Bonn to recognise Yugoslav 
republics despite U.N. warnings 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said in an interview released 
Saturday that bis country is on a 
perilous course and that he might 
continue to play a role in order to 
©reserve the reforms be struggled for. 
He gave no indication his resignation 
was imminent. 

in an interview to appear in this 
week's edition of Time magazine, 
Gorbachev also expressed some an- 
ger at the U.S. response to the rapid 
developments in his country. 

"(Secretary of State) James Baker 
was overly hasty in saying the Soviet 
Union no longer exists,” he said in 
the interview, conducted Friday after- 
noon in Moscow. “Things are in flux 
here. While we’re still trying to figure 
things out, the U.S. seems to know 
everything already I don’t think that’s 
loyalty, particularly toward those of 
us who favour partnership and full- 
fledged cooperation.” 

Mr. Baker arrived in Moscow Sun- 
day to meet whh Mr. Gorbachev, 
Russian President Boris Yefetin and 
other leaders. 

In addition to expres si ng displea- 
sure with Mr. Baker, Mr. Gorbachev 
also appeared angry at Mr. Yeltsin 
for not informing him about the 
commonwealth plan. 

“He didn't even call me. 1 found 
out that he had talked with George 
Bush and not to me. There was no 
need to draw Bush into this... I 
cannot approve or justify tins style of 
behaviour. It's inadmissible.” 

In the interview, a transcript of 
which was seen Saturday, Mr. Gor- 
bachev gave no indication his resigna- 
tion was imminent. His spokesman, 
Andrei Grachev, said last week that 
the Soviet president intends to resign 
if a majority of the 12 remaining 
Soviet republics join the common- 
wealth being set up by Mr. Yeltsin. 

That could happen as soon as this 
week. On Friday, five mote republics 
said they would become part of the 
commonwealth, joining its founding 
Slavic republics — Russia, Byelorus- 
sia and Ukraine. 

Asked if be would still be president 
Monday, Mr. Gorbachev said: 'Tm 
sure I will.” The 60-year-old presi- 
dent also indicated be would act as 
necessary to keep the transition from 
becoming any more chaotic. 


* “I'D use my powers as president, 
first of all as commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces," he said. “It's 
critical that we not lose control of the 
situation.” 

The United States and others have 
expressed concern about control of 
the Soviet nuclear arsenal, and the 
subject is expected to be raised by 
Mr. Baker on his trip. 

On the question of the nuclear 
arsenals’s security, Mr. Gorbachev 
said: “Any alarming speculation, 
here or abroad, about wbo wQl have 
his finger on the button is ground- 


Mr. Gorbachev did not spell out 
the pan he might seek to play in the 
new commonwealth, but i ndicat e d he 
did not intend to step aside com- 
pletely. 

“By interacting with my collea gu es, 
HI try to let them know what my 
position is and help them Co come 
together and reach agreements.” be 
said. “But 1 don’t want to be like the 
guest of honour at a banquet... what I 
want to do is participate in formulat- 
ing the framework of the common- 
wealth and giving it substance.” 


“As far as my work b concerned, 
the main purpose of my life has 
already been fulfilled. I feel at peace 
with myself,” he said. “At the same 
time, I feel that the capital I’ve 
accumulated should be fully used for 
the freedom of my oountry and inter- 
national relations. And I feel strong 
enough to go on.” 

Mr. Gorbachev indicated be would 
make a strong pitch for more Western 
aid when he meets with Mr. Baker. 

“We need your help now. Im- 
mediately,” he said. “Stop hesitation 
or we will aO have to pay a greater 
price in the end." 

President Bush announced last 
week be would convene an interna- 
tional conference on aid to the Soviet 
Union, which is straggling with food 
and fuel shortages as winter bears 
down. 

Mr. Gorbachev told French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand Saturday be 
saw his role in a reformed Soviet 
Union as that of a guardian of demo- 
cracy and constitutional order, Soviet 
News Agency (TASS) said. 

The two leaders spoke by tele- 


phone about the new commonwealth 
of independent states formed by the 
three Slav republics of Russia, 
Ukraine and Byelorussia a week ago 
to replace the Soviet Union. 

“Gorbachev said his task under the 
new conditions will be to preserve 
democracy and con sti t u tional order, 
to guarantee observance by the for- 
mer Sonet republics of then interna- 
tional obligations.” TASS said. 

In ins co n ver sati on with Mr. Mit- 
terrand, TASS said Mr. Gorbachev 
expres se d views on how international 
assistance could be rendered “in this 
turbulent period of radical change in 
the country.” 

TASS quoted Mr. Mitterrand as 
saying he understood Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s stance and supported his 
efforts to stimulate democratic 
change in the Soviet Union. 

Presideqt Gorbachev’s allies insist 
be still has an important role. 

Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, co-architect of the perestroika 
reforms which brought democracy to 
the Soviet Union, said Mr. Gor- 
bachev had much to coo tribute. 

Alexander Yakovlev, renowned for 
Ins own role in establishing glasnost 
(openness) in Soviet society, sug- 
gested the commonwealth accord 
could be Mended with Mr. Gor- 
bachev's blueprint for a new union of 
sovereign states. 

Mr. Shevardnadze told a co n gress 
of his Democratic Reform Movement 
Saturday that both be and Mr. Gor- 
bachev wanted to help the process of 
transforming the commonwealth. 

“I believe be can do many useful 
things for this process. He also under- 
stands this as do die Russian author- 
ities and other republics. I advised 
Gorbachev not to rush into any res- 
ignation," TASS quoted him as 
saying. 

Mr. Yakovlev, quoted by Moscow 
Radio, said the Democratic Reform 
Movement su p ported the common- 
wealth, but be believed it should be 
regarded only as an initiative and 
favoured- bolding a referendum. 

“In his opinion, other variants are 
■ho possible. For example, a com- 
promise b e tw ee n this agreement and 
draft union treaty being advocated 
by... Gorbachev,’’ the radio said. 

Mr. Yakovlev said society was en- 


Baker starts visit to 4 Soviet republics 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
arrived in Moscow Sunday for 
talks focusing on what will hap- 
pen to the Soviet nuclear arsenal 
as the country undergoes major 
change, Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported. 

He is due to visit all four Soviet 
republics where nuclear weapons 
are deployed — Russia, Ukraine, 
Byelorussia and Kazakhstan. 

In Shannon, Ireland, Mr. Bak- 
er said he had specific proposals 
to ensure the security of the 
former superpower's 27,000 nuc- 
lear weapons. 

"We wfli be making some sug- 
gestions ... about ways in which 
we can cooperate with them to 
steps to be certain that we have 
safe and secure and responsible 


control of nuclear weapons,” he 
said early Sunday. He declined to 
give details. 


Congress approved $400 mil- 
lion to help eliminate Soviet nuc- 
lear weapons. The Bush adminis- 
tration, initially cool to the prop- 
osal, has not said how it would 
use the funds. 


Baker, who is due to meet 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin Monday, spoke to 
reporters on his flight from 
Washington to Ireland's Shannon 
Airport for refuelling before 
heading on to Moscow. 


Mr. Baker said Sunday he re- 
gretted that Mr. Gorbachev had 
criticised him in a Time magazine 


interview. 

"I don’t think anyone has been 
more supportive of President 
Gorbachev and bis administra- 
tion and what they have done 
than I have in the councils of the 
U.S. government and other- 
wise,” Mr. Baker said. 

“I have been outspoken in 
praising him and saying none of it 
would have happened but for dhfe 
man Mr. Gorbachev.”*; r " \ 

Mr. Baker, talking to reporters' 
before his plane was refueled 
here, said Mr. Gorbachev had 
shown courage "almost without 
parallel” in trying to reform the 
Soviet political and economic 
processes. 

"His leadership is greatly to be 
admired and respited.” Mr. 
Baker said. 


Togo’s military repeats 
demand for end to assembly 


LOME (R) — Togo’s army repe- 
ated its demand for dissolution of 
the West African country's refor- 
mist transitional legislature Sun- 
day, reviving fears that a peaceful 
political compromise may be far 
off after a bloody putsch two 
weeks ago. 

A military statement read on 
national radio at 0900 GMT ac- 
cused members of the assembly, 
the High Council of the Republic 
(HCR), of being “pseudo-demo- 
crats 1 ’ .after they banned Presi- 
dent Gnassingbe Eyadema's for- 
mer ruling party last month. 

It also demanded that state 
sector appointments made by in- 
terim Prime Minister Joseph 


Kokou Koffigoh be annulled. 

The radio, which was occupied 
by troops for a week before the 
putsch, broadcast its own mes- 
sage asking Togolese to stay calm 
and stressing tire army bad not 
retaken control of the building. 
Normal programmes continued 
during the morning. 

Soldiers loyal to Mr. Eyadema, 
who was stripped of most of his 
powers in August by a national 
pro-democracy conference, 
seized Mir. Koffigoh in an assault 
on his residence on Dec. 3 and 
forced him to scrap a transitional 
cabinet intended to lead die na- 
tion to multi-party rule. 


‘U.S. 

forces may 
have to go 
in 1992’ 


ANC will rule S. Africa 


in two years — leader 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa will be ruled by an 
African National Congress 
(ANC) government within two 
years, one of its leaders said 
Sunday. 

In a British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) radio interview 
made available to Reuters, ANC 
Secretary-General Cyril Ramapb- 
osa said aparthied would end 
soon. 

"We would expect that the 
nigh mare of apartheid will end. 
fairly soon and within two years 
we will have a government of the 
people," Mr. Ramaphosa said. 

Addressing a meeting Sunday, 
he said constitutional talks with 
President F.W. de Klerk’s white 
government could quickly reach 
stalemate and “other means’’ 
might be needed to force govern- 
ment capitulation. 

He did not spell out what those 
means were. 

Mr. Mandela’s right-hand man 
in the talks that start Friday, Mr. 
Ramaphosa said serious differ- 
ences would arise once substan- 
tive issues were addressed next 
month. 

“The apartheid regime will 


want to frustrate the aspirations 
of our people," be told the Trans- 
vaal Indian Congress (TIC), an 
ANC ally. 

"But there are certain issues on 
which there can be no comprom- 
ise,” Mr. Rampaphosa said, cit- 
ing die ANCs demands for an 
interim government and a consti- 
tuent assembly. 

“What happens if the govern- 
ment resists the legitimate de- 
mands. of our people? What hap- 
pens if the (ruling) National Party 
does not give in to our demands? 

“Our people as a whole must 
be in a position of readiness to 
engage the apartheid regime in all 
forms. The real negotiations are 
not going to be at the table, they 
are going to be in broader 
society.” 

Mr. Ramaphosa said -talks so 
far with the government and 
other parties madefing the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
had gone smoothly because they 
dealt mainly with procedural mat- 
ters. 

“Comrades, the conflicts are 
going to emerge in January when 
the real negotiations start, when 
we are going to see that govern- 
ment leaders have plastic smiles.” 


tering a dangerous period when 
de m ocracy could be challenged by 
“the angry ■»»" in the street." 

Meanwhile, Soviet citizens believe 
Mikhail Gorbachev may soon be an 
ex-president, and many say good 
riddance to the man they hold perso- 
nally responsible for the decrepit 
state of me economy. 

“Gorbachev should have resigned a 
long time ago, when bis influence first 
to wane,” said construction 
worker Slava Kokhlov. “He should 
just go fishing at his dacha — if the 
Ukrainians give him permission-” 

For some, ho w ever, a future with- 
out Mr. Gorbachev looked bleak. 

“There could be nothing worse for 
the country that if Gorbachev res- 
igned and all the republics try to exist 
separately," said Valentina Utkina, a 
26-yer-okl chemical factory worker. 

“We have a multi-ethnic country. 1 
am Russian, my relatives are mainly 
Ukrainians, and I think we should txy 
to stay together as a union. 

“If we throw away the republics, 
nothing good will come of it. The new 
commonwealth won’t be like the un- 
ion, it will be a true union of 
sovereign republics, and that’s not 
good,” she said. 

Engineer Minna Axelrod agreed. 
“It was tactless for the leaders of the 
three republics to get together with- 
out agreeing first with Gorbachev, 
utterly tactless. I can’t believe they 
moke to Bush before speaking to 
Gorbachev,” she said. 

“I am for Gorbachev, and I don't 
like the idea of having separate re- 
publics. I think we need a union. I 
like it when aO the republics are one 

happy family -” 

A rmenian S nmnna Nikogasan was 
also against her republic joining the 
commonwealth, but for different 


BONN (Agencies) — German 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Geoscher said Sunday Bonn 
would recognise Yugoslavia’s 
breakaway republics of Croatia 
and Slovenia as independent, de- 
spite U.N. warnings that tins 
could block peace efforts. 

Mr. Genscher raid he believed 
the rebel republics would meet 
standards for recognition that 
Germany and France would 


propose to European Community 
(EC) foreign ministers in Brussels 


Monday. 

U.N. Sesxetary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has said that 
"uncoordinated” recognition of 
the two republics would under- 
mine any peacekeeping v e nt ur e 
aimed at ending dvil war in the 
Balkan federation. 

"I think tomorrow we will first 
seek a decision on the catalogue 
of criteria and then afterwards 
the individual governments mil 



tiie Serbian-dominated Yugoslav 
army to escalate the conflict. 


Serb irregulars and federal 
army have captured more than 


He also pointed to European -1/3 of Croatian territory in fight- 
treaties on the right to self-deter- ing that has claimed thousands of 


mination, and said if recognition’ lives since the republic declared 
was denied, the Yugoslav army independence on June 25 in tan- 
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have to make their dedskms," be' might believe its "policy of con- dexn with Slovenia. 

t-v — j/- «_ tv - j* >> TT XT 


“If you ask anyone in Armenia 
whether they want to be a part of the 
new commonwealth, they will say 
‘no.' We want to be a completely 
independent state, we don’t want to 
be dependent on anybody,” she said. 

“We had big gold reserves, but 
they were all taken from os and they 
gave us nothing. Now we're poor. 1 
don't know wtiat will happen next, 
bat if we’re separate, there’s still 
hope." 


India 
refines 
offer of 
talks with 
militants 


told Deutschlandfimk Radio. 

“The chancellor has said for 
Germany... that this decision will 
be made before Christmas. This 
intention has not changed,” Mr. 
Genscher added. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
meeting in New York, earlier 
readied informal agreement on a 
resolution that asks states to re- 
frain from taking any action that 
might contribute to tension in 
Yugoslavia. 

The United Nations was ex- 
pected to dedde Sunday to send 
observers to war-torn Yugoslavia 
after a vote was delayed by Ger- 
many's threat to recognise the 
breakaway republics of Croatia 
and Slovenia. 

Bonn’s threatened move, 
which is opposed by the U.N. 
leadership, the U.S. and several 
other countries, blocked a vote in 
the Security Council late Satur- 
day after France insisted the ori- 
ginal text be revised. 

However the counci] was ex- 
pected to approve a text Sunday 


quest” was validated. 

The U.N. chief responded: “I 
agree with you that public state- 
ments can exacerbate the ten- 
sions in Yugoslavia. That is why 
mine have been few and carefully 
considered.” 

Recognition, he said, "could 
have grave consequences for the 
Balkan region as a whole and 
would seriously undermine my 
own efforts” to deploy a 
peacekeeping force. 

Meanwhile, heavy fighting 
flared across the front in Croatia, 
prompting more refugees to flee 
from the central front and making 
a mockery out of the U.N.-spon- 
sored ceasefire. 

The fighting Saturday came as 
U.N. Security Council members 
dashed in their attempt to help 
end Yugoslavia's nearly six- 
month civil war. 

Croatian media and offidals 
reported attacks in the embattled 
eastern Slavonia region and on 
tbe Adriatic coast. Refugees were 
reportedly fleeing from heavy 


Despite a U.N.-sponsored 
ceasefire declared on Nov. 23, 
fighting has continued through- 
out Croatia. Several fronts were 
under fire Saturday. 

Tbe regional centre of Osijek 
was under artillery attack from 
federal army positions most of 
the day and three people were 
reported killed, (oral officials 
said. 

On die central front, where 
Croatian forces reportedly made 
gains in recent days. Nova Gra- 
diska, on the Zagreb-Belgrade 
Highway, came under combined 
cannon and infantry attack, Croa- 
tian radio reported. 

In Novska to the west, two 
people were killed and six 
wounded in an artillery attack, it 
reported. More than 800 shells 
fell on Stmja, further west, it 
said. 

A 10-kilometre column of re- 
fugees fleeing the fighting was 
reportedly heading towards the 
nearby border with Bosnia from 
Olcncani. near Nova Gradiska, 


that would send U.N. observers — fighting around the central front. - according to Tan jug. 


CHANDIGARH, India (AP) - 
India is ready to open talks wit 


MANILA (R) — Tbe Philippines 
has warned it may have to ask the 
United States to pull out all its 
forces from the country by De- 
cember next year if there is no 
agreement by the end of this 
month on a three-year withdraw- 
al timetable. 

Talks on a three-year phaseout 
of U.S. forces have been stalled 
by lack of agreement on some 
“critical issues,” presidential Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Franklin Drilon 
told reporters Saturday. 

Tbe two rides began tbe talks 
after tbe PtriUpptoe senate in 
September rejected a new bases 
treaty with the United States. - 

President Corazon Aquino sug- 
gested a three-year phaseout to 
cushion the impact on the eco- 
nomy of a sudden U.S. with- 
drawal. 

Agreement on a gradual phase- 
out is necessary to .override a 
Philippine constitutional provi- 
sion which bans tbe presence of 
foreign troops in the oountry after 
1991 unless covered by a treaty 
approved by the senate in 

Manila 

The rejected treaty would have 
allowed die United States to keep 
[Subic Naval Base near Manila for 
10 more years. Washington has 
I given up Clark Air Base which 
| was wrecked by the eruption of 
the Mount Pinatubo volcano in 
I June. 

Philippine senators said they 
would not demand .an immediate 
U.S. pullout if a phaseout formu- 
la not exceeding three years was 
agreed upon. 

"We are not very optimistic 
(the issues) will be resolved,” Mr. 
i Drilon said. 

| “We are preparing for a situa- 
! tiou where we may mutually 
! agree on a one-year withdrawal 
I sending (the U.S.) a notice of 
< withdrawal or receiving (from die 
U.S.) a notice of withdrawal be- 
! fore die end of the year.” 


India is ready to open talks with 
Sikh militants without barring a 
discussion of their demand for 
independence, Home Munster 
S.B. Chavan said. 

Mr. Cha van's statement Satur- 
day in the state capital of Punjab, 
where Sikhs want their own na- 
tion, marked a refinement of 
government offers to negotiate an 
mid to the eight-yeur Sikh rebel- 
lion. 

Previously , government in New 
Delhi had said they were : prepared 
to discuss any matter within the 
framework of the Indian constitu- 
tion, implicitly ruling out any talk 
of a separate Sikh state. 

He spoke at a news conference 
ending his first visit to Punjab 
since the current Congress gov- 
ernment took office six months 
ago. 


to Yugoslavia to investigate 
whether a peacekeeping opera- 
tion is possible. U.N. sources said 
the team would comprise 12 civi- 
lians and six militar y officers. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has said 
no peackeeping force can be sent 
in until a ceasefire is fully recog- 
nised in the country. 

A war of words broke out over 
the. weekend between the secret- 
ary-general and Mr. Genscher. 

Mr. Genscher told Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar in a letter Friday that 
publication of the secretary- 
general’s views might encourage 


Also Saturday, die Serb-domin- 
ated federal presidency demanded 
“urgent and decisive action” by 
the international community to 
prevent recognition of Slovenia 
and Croatia, according to Bel- 
grade-based Tanjug News 
Agency. 

Serbia, the largest Yugoslav 
republic, maintains that if Croatia 
becomes independent, its 600,000 
Serbs must be allowed self-deter- 
mination. Croatia charges Serbia 
and the Serb-dominated federal 
army are using that as a pretext to 
grab land. 


On Croatia's Adriatic coast, 
the port of Zadar was under 
artillery fire, Croatian radio re- 
ported. 

■ Artillery attacks were also re- 
ported in the area of Gospic and 
around Karlovac, about 50 
kilometres southwest of Zagreb, 
the Croatian capital. 

The Belgrade daily Politika re- 
ported in its early Sunday edition 
that the Serb-held village of Beli 
Manastir, near tbe Hungarian 
border, was under heavy attack 
Saturday, ap parently from Croa- 
tian forces. 


Firebomb explodes inside U.K. gallery 


LONDON (R) — A firebomb 
exploded in Britain’s National 
Gallery early Sunday, causing 
slight damage to the new wing erf 
one of London’s landmarks, 
police said. 

The incendiary device went off 
inside tbe recently opened sains- 
bury wing of the National Gallery 
at about 0330 GMT, causing a 
small fire in tbe bookshop, Scot- 
land Yard said. There were no 
injuries and no warning. 

“The fire was put oat by 
sprinklers and damage was 


thought to be slight,” a Scotland 
Yard spokesman said. 

Explosives experts were car- 
rying out a detailed search of the 
gallery, Britain's best-known art 
museum, in Trafalgar Square. 
Police cordoned off part of the 
square. 

"Explosives officers are sear- 
ching the whole of tbe gallery in 
case other firebombs have been 
hidden there," a police spokes- 
man said. 

Police would not say whether 
the device resembled those used 


Cambodian rebel leader calls for national unity 


PHNOM PENH (R) — U.S.- 
backed guerrilla leader Son Sann 
arrived in Cambodia Sunday for a 
meeting of the Supreme National 
Council, and appealed for nation- 
al unity. 

Mr. Son Sann, head of the 
Khmer Pe ople's National Libera- 
tion Front (KPNLF), was the first 
opposition figure to return rince 
an attack on his radical Khmer 
Rouge allies threw tbe [country’s 
fragile peace accord into 
jeopardy. 

"I come here to work for tbe 
Cambodian people and national 
unity, not for one party. I appeal 
to all Cambodians from every 
walk of life to help get (tbe peace 
(dan) implemented,” he said on 
his arrival from Bangkok. 

Under the United Nations-bro- 


phan has not finalised his travel 
plans. 

Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
nominal leader of a faction loyal 
to his father, the former king, 
guerrilla leader and now neutral 
head of state Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, is due back in Phnom 
Penh Monday. 

A senior Khmer Rouge offi- 
cial, Mak Ben, is to arrive the 
next day. 

The KNLF is tbe weakest fac- 
tion, torn by internal rivariy and 
achieving scant battlefield success 
despite its support from Washing- 
ton. A new alliance between tbe 
Sihanonkists and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s government has iso- 
lated them further. 


Mr. Son Sann last week de- 


in October, leaden If the Hanoi- P“‘ D ™ H 1 S°™niment 


backed Phnom Penh government 
and the three guerrilla armies 
that fought it for 13 years will sit 
on the Supreme National Council 
until elections are held early in 
1993. 

The Council was due to meet in 
Phnom Penh for the first time last 


and said he wanted a role as an 
economic adviser. 

Commerce Minister iNhim 
Vanda, wbo arrived on the same 
plane, appeared to rule that out. 

"The economy will remain in 
(Phnom Penh) government hands 
until the elections,” he told re- 


month. The session was cancelled ^ X)rtere ' 


after a mob seeking retribution 
for the Khmer Rouge's bloody 
1975-79 rule attacked its Presi- 
dent Khien Samp ban and ran him 
out of town. 


. Mr. Nhim Vanda was returning 
from Thailand, where be met 
officials for industry, the state oil 
company and businessmen. 

Thai entrepreneurs have laun- 


An emergency meeting of ched an onslaught on Cambo- 
Cambodians and U.N. Security dia .since tbe peace accord, to 


Council me m ber s in Thailand 
succeeded in bringing tbe peace 
plan back on track, with Phnom 
Penh pledging tighter security for 
its erstwhile foes. 

No date has been set for the 
-next mdeting since Khien Sam- 


tfae delight of many offidals from 
a government so poor it is strag- 
gling to pay dvil servants' wages. 

Meanwhile a senior diplomat 
from New Delhi said India stands 
ready to contribute soldiers to tbe 
United Nations Transitional Au- 


thority in Cambodia (UNTAC) . 

Speaking at the end of a three- 
day visit, Indian Minister of State 
Eduardo FaJeiro pledged Delhi’s 
support for the reconstruction of 
Cambodia. 

Asked if India could partici- 
pate in UNTAC, Mr. Faleiro 
said: “Yes, yes, the possibility is 
there, absolutely, provided we’re 
asked by the United Nations.” 

Under tbe terms of an October 
peace treaty signed in Paris by 
representatives of Cambodia’s 
four former warring factions, 
UNTAC is charged with dis- 
arming the combatants and moni- 
toring tbe ceasefire. 

UNTAC’s size could reach 
20,000 troops and its force is 
expected to begin operations ear- 
ly next year at a cost of more than 
$1 billion. 

India could offer technical ex- 
pertise in agriculture and road 
and rail transport during Cambo- 
dia’s reconstruction, Mr. Faleiro 
said. 

After meeting Cambodia’s 
bead of state Wince Norodom 
Sihanouk and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, Mr. Faleiro said the 
two had accepted invitations to 
visit India together next year. 

Indian Ambassador Chandra 
Bhandari Friday presented his 
credentials to Prince Sihanouk. 

India was the only non-Sodal- 
ist country to recognise the 
Phnom Penh government in the 
1980s. 

Id another development, Au- 
stralian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans, who first visited Cambo- 
dia as a young backpacker, re- 
turns Monday having earned a 


Nobel Peace Prize nomination for 
his efforts to end its 13-year civil 
war. 

His official visit, seven weeks 
after tbe Phnom Penh govern- 
ment and its enemies signed a 
peace accord in Paris, will high- 
light the enormous Australian 
contribution to the war-ravaged 
and impoverished South East 
Asian country. 

Australian troops form a large 
part of tbe United Nations adv- 
ance mission in Cambodia, the 
vanguard of a larger peacekeep- 
ing force that mil be headed by 
Australian General John San- 
derson. 

Many Australians are among 
the international aid workers wbo 
have provided a baric welfare 
system for Cambodia in its years 
of war and isolation and en- 
gineers of tiie overseas telecom- 
munications company that instal- 
led the telephone system linking 
Cambodia to the outside world. 


KtC- 



Richard Gere 
marries model 
Cindy Crawford 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Hhn star 
Richard Gere and modd Gndv' .. 


Richard Gere and modd Gndy^ 
Crawford eloped to Las Vegs £ 1 


Thursday and were married*./'', 
shortly before midnight in a 
chapel on tbe city's gambling 
strip, the actor’s publicist said 
Friday. It was the first nmrrigp. 
for both Gere, 42, star of suck 
films as Pretty Woman, Amer- 
ican Gigolo and Internal Affairs, «! 
and Crawford, 25, who have been ■ K 
going together for three-ends^ 
half years, said publicist Andrea 
Jafie. In a casual ceremony in the £■ T- ; : 
little Chapel of the Wot, the £ -s 
bride wore a dark trouser soft 
over a white turtleneck sweater, 
said the chapel owner, Greg 
Smith. Gere wore jeans and a 
brown leather jacket. A prison '' - 
who booked tbe chapel asked fbr^ : ; - 
no publicity. Smith added.' The 
party of five or six used the 
chapel photographer and took r? 
tbe film before leaving, he said. •SP*;, 
Gere, a Buddhist who has rim- ' 
paigned for tbe rights of peopleig 
Tibet and El Salvador, also . : 
appeared in snefa films as Yanks, 

The Cotton Gub and Lookup 
For Mr. Goodbar. 


U.S. cuts condom 
handouts to Egypt 
over misuse 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has cot off condom 
supplies to Egypt after reports 
that mfltions had been resold, 
apparently for use as toy bal- 
loons, the Washington Poar re- 
ported Saturday. The moused 
condoms had been distributed by 
the U.S. Agency for Inteniation- j 
al Development (AID), it said, 
citing a semi-annual report from l 
the agency’s in-house watchdog. 
AID offidals discovered tbe ! 
abuse while investigating eight 
Cairo-area pharmacies that re- 
ceived most of die condoms last 
year. Investigators were toHb i 
wholesalers who were buying mil- s 
lions of condoms from these oft- : 
lets “and selling than to deajea : 
in rural areas for resale as toy 
balloons," the inspector-generaTi 

t ut was quoted as saying. At 
the inveriigation, the agency 
delayed the distribution rtf to 
million condoms already in Egypt 
and cancelled orders for 34 sal- 
lion, saving AID $1.8 million, the 
newspaper reported. Neither 
AID nor the Egyptian embassy 
was immediately available fix 
comment. 


in a wave of pre-Christmas bomb- 
ings in Britain by the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA). 

Early Saturday firebombs ex- 
ploded ip one of Britain’s biggest 
shopping centres, Brent Cross in I 
North London, marking the third , 
consecutive weekend of pre- 
Christmas bombings. 

Tbe IRA has not claimed re- 
sponsibility for the Brent Cross 
fires, but police said the devices 
were the same as those used in 
attacks d aimed by the group on 
the previous two weekends. 


President, Mrs. Bush 
send out 160,000 - 
Christmas cards 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bush and bis wife, Barbara, ; 
are sending out 160,000 Christ- 
mas cards depicting a colourfofly 
decorated tree in the family quar- 
ters of tbe White House. The 
scene was done by K amil KoHk, 
bora in Czechoslovakia, a painter 
of cityscapes and floral pieces. 
His painting, entitled “the family 
tree, upstairs at the White 
House,” depicts the yeflow.ovri 
room on the second floor of-ti* 
presidential mansio n. The card’s 
message, in red script, reads: 
“The president -and Mn. Bush- 
extend their warmest wishes that 
you and your loved ones wffl 
share a joyous Christmas- 'and a 
peaceful New Year.” Tbe Refftbr 
bean National Co mmi ttee jwtys 
for the printing and mailing coats. 


Mount Everest 
continues to rise 


U.S. Congressman Stephen 
Solaiz has nominated Mr. Evans 
for next year's Nobel Peace Prize 
in recognition of Australia’s 
efforts to bring about a Cambo- 
dian settlement 
Canberra's new ambassador to 
Phnom Penh, John Holloway, 
said aid was running at about nine 
million Australian dollars ($6.9 
million) a year and could double 
over tbe next year. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Mount. 0 
Everest and other, peaks In the- 
1,500-mile-long (2,40?- 
kuometre) Himalay an chain are. 
still rising, U.S. and Nepalese 
scientists said Friday. Tbe29JB9-. 
foot (8,848-metre) Mount 
Everest and a few other peak* . 
rising by one to four mm (0J)4tb.- 
0.1.6 mch) a year — - at nrosttbe; 
width of a telephone 

scientists from tiie Umvenfty ct 
Colora do and the Nepalese . 
eminent said in a statement- 
Some Himalayan moontaiallB^ . 
risen a total of half a metretdoce* 
the last survey was taken in!847». 
but erosion earned by nveri &' 


He said tiie money was chan- 
nelled through foreign aid agen- 
cies and Cambodia's Supreme 
National Council. 

Contributions to the U.N. 
effort total about 30 million dol- 
lars ($23.1 million) 


entire eha««i of ahnmit five w ffl l (.? 

inch) in height, they said. “What- : 
is "actually happ ening is -that tfe j, 
mountains are going np, L ad(^- 
rafleys are going down. Thete ^ . 
no rivers eroding the 
Everest,” Colorado gedfogf&fc' 
fessor Roger Bflhxm 
said the survey was not tatoso^ 
resolve controversies. 

Everest’s stature as tbc L wgrifi 
high e st mountain has 
lenged by setentisfs since 
Hnvey said K-2, another 
layan mountain, may be'2&fl®- 
feet (8359 metres) ^ 








